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INTRODUCTUON. 

Jt was remarked hy my kidiertal prefM*' 
4:es8or, 4lie Spectator, tbat a reader seldoQ 
perused a book wiUi pleasiirey until he knew 
ivbetber the writ^ of it was a Uack or a 
fiiir man ; of a mild or cholerick disposi* 
4tion ; married, or a baehelor ; with masj 
44her particulars of the like nature, tfaiy; 
conduce very much to the right understaad^ 
ing of an author : and, since be made the 
obsenration, it has been so-, pften repeated 
by those who have attt^ttpted to trcfid io^iii^ 
steps, that nothing remains fi>r ine^: l^^te 
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4. INTRODUCTION. 

subscribe to its truth, and proceed accord- 
ingly to put my readers in possession of 
such facts relative to myself, as may give 
them an interest in the papers which I intend 
to lay before them in the ensuing pages. 

Suppose to yourself then, gentle^ reader, 
one ^bose years have imperceptibly rolled 
on in drawing-rooms, in parties^ and in what 
is called the world; whose looking-glass 
now begins to cause unpleasant reflections, 
and whose hair reminds him of the utility 
of such men as Mr. Ross in Bishopsgate- 
street, and Mr. Bowman in New Bond-street. 
'Such is the author of these pages : too old 
to-be an Exquisite ox a Coxtomb^ yet neither 
old enf^ugh, nor wicked enough, to sigh over, 
or to frown upon, the past. He can now not 
only enjoy the pleasures of meinory, but sit 
by calmly, and observe the present day, without 
being'' blinded by tumultuous passions, or 
soured by age and infirmity. 

It may easily be conceived that such a 
man must have' seen and felt- all the enjoy- 
ments of life; With these his account of 
^he past must necessarily be filled ; nor would 



>^ <- 



iSTRODUcarxQN,: . 5 

it bevpoftSfblefor him to vegQtate iii tbe seclu- 
sion of woods and forests, or to becon^e 
the solfta;ry of a desart, or of a *niohallic 
retreat. ; A time however mhst come^ wheii 
the 'fire :of youth: will decay,; thongfa, widi 
sticha motn, the warmth of friendsbip'succeeds 
to the flame of love, and the glow arising 
from a relish for society, survives the: ardent 
pursuit of pleasure. - ' 

Such a' man will certainly be the little' 
heroofliid tale; biit he will neithier be ibs^ 
tidious nor querulous,* and althiiag]i he may 
be somewhat prone to tdling his own history, 
yet will he have so far derived benefit from 
bis ifitercourse with fashionable .society, 
that he will liave learned how to ;li6ten, 
and how to observe. There will naturally 
be rather more distance and retirement in 
his habits, even thoiugh remaining in tbe 
very midst of the. world, than there was when 
he was an actor, instead of a laQfcer-iE>n4 but 
such a man's relire^nt n the <forner^ of a 
well-filled dran^ing-mra^ fi.nid(Q in;aj!^9ding- 
room, thft^lNwkn»ir of an Opeta4^, behind 
a sexagenary duchess, un^nviiQily and almost 
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6 lATllODUCTIOX. 

unobserved; or in the deep sKade of aanm- 
bragemiB tree in St. James's Park* 

A OBbataire more from ohaiice than froBc 
determination, he has no domestie coaeeriia 
to perplex him, no wife to promote or tor 
impede his welcome in the gay world, no tminr 
to carry after him, no addition ta his unitf 
in an invitatloa card, and he h thereforci 
more easily provided for, and more gsneraliy 
invited tbait A fitinily man. Wtthout^stuttiog 
any peculiar merit, a well dressed and ii wflUtt 
bred nan^ whose fiice is become comnMm at 
parties, Hen composicSj will be asked t<roM 
jriaee merely because he haa been seiea at 
aniDtlier, 'where the same clasa of sodetjr 
moves; and thus must the scenes of! big b 
life multiply infinitely to him in the coiirm 
of years, 'making up an almost impeBcepliU^ 
experiience. A beautifiil yomq^ unmatriM 
lady can with safety honour his arm» as'the^ 
Mmpanitm and protector of her mojraiag 
Walk, without fear of« exciting eittier iim« 
bitionor pa^sidiiiii hfs breast, or pf raisii^ 
jei^lousy or uneamn^es in the hwkun of a 
more favoured swouu The flaunting marrieA 
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weman ot quality ow take such a man in 
her carpiage to Boak^ ^e rotnid of her inorK^ 
ing viaitBy or to hill tkne b^rsboppBig^ with^« 
out fear of w«armg out his pattoHoe^ or o£ 
fhmisbkig cbit«cfaftii at some distiilguiBhcd 
cenoersoKiioney where tbo tongue of scandaJr 
might have canvassed (^ eoftnexioD ^d so- 

' ciety of a younger Cicisbeo. He may aiso be 
consulted as to dress, wilb Implicit trusi itt 
tbe^ sincerity of his advice; and he maf be- 
^tibvred to witness a tender glapce^ a haaA 
pressed^ or a signifieant look gtven to s BMire 
youthful beau, without fear of rivalry, or any 
riflkof scandaliastngbim. . 

. A Donna eHismpatit will sit with hiim in a 
mommg deshabille, having no designs upcw 
him. 4n E requisite Bn^a Rnjfftan vfiM untf^r 

. aMitiedly play off their part before hitt^ era« 
^idering Mni a» a goodrnatured, gentleman-^ 
Kke old fellow, cmt, io otter words, a cypher 

^ in the busy scene of h%b life. I^i^dy Jemioifl^a 
« At Home," or Mrs. 4Iaaiodie> *< F«^ 
^ Ball,'* must be niim^ously.attendecli and 
men Kke hiiii Hio precisely the materials Div 
mriKiogap the eoraw figures of the belU 
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ENTERING A ROOM: 



Whatbtes a'man h accmtomed to do. 

< • '7 

he will do with ease ; and ease is grace to 
a certain. degT^9 at least < there can be nO: 
grace without lit. : Yet. the very same person 
who performs every tlmig to which he mity 
have ..been habituated^ in the most becoming 
manner . imaginable^ . will perhaps feel the 
bashfulness .of a school-boj, or the awk- 
wardness .of a mstic; if unexpectedly called on 
to appear in. a chatracter-entirdjr new to him* 
Thus, we shall see a player get througKHgis 
part with all the eloquence of pas^on, ai4ed, 
by the most impressive gesticulation ; y^t if W 
it fall to bis lot in the course of the evenitg; 
to .deliver an apdogy to the aadiea^pt for. 
some disaigpoj^ktment in.tbe appearaMe.of a.. ^'■ 
brother pcfrfc^mer^ or some! aUmtioa in the> 
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14 ENTBEIJfO A BOOM., 

amuseamitB, his floency deserts liini, liis 
carriage becomes constrained, and he v^y 
likely feels hiBiself almost as much at a loss 
in addressings the i^cti|;tolEi iq thtl; extem- 
poranetHis manner, as the major part of them 
would do, if required to leave the bo^es at a 
moment's warning , and '^ fret and strut Iheir 
hour upon the stage." Behold, in the same 
raibner, a dergymnn bntarthe pnJ^iit^ wheiif i 
h^ is aopustOBied to exhort an admhriiig andl 
attadied body of paridiicMiers* How dduiy^ 
be looks aroand on them ! widi what ms^ 
her opens his distowse ! miAn what Suaiitf' 
he proceeds!' How readily he conftiles the 
objectfoiis wbitfeh, jfbr the momen^ he sttpw< 
posei^ to^ be wised against the dofetrines he 
is adwniiing ! and hoir ing^ioiisly ho winds'' 
up his aiigvilieiits, precisoly at the momont, 
whefi he is awate tlat they haro prodwed 
the Ihll effid^C wUdi ho intended, on Mie 
minds of his cdilgregaftion ! Yet let this 
i^ery same preadier be called on to gi#et^ 
bis evidence ift a eoart of jiiBtice^ Bt his 
opinion at a public mee^g, <m matt^Hv eii- 
connected with bis prefessi^ ttnd - it'^ is^ 



^hM» timt an atfwoerf^ clerk, ar an 
int^ltigtnt ferimiv wv»ld spedk wUii a» imeh 
t>6r»|^(tfity, mnt mbft to thapuEpoBe. Plaea 
a mail whoi^ life has hmm dwotied to tha 
ttady ist the fine artS|^ ammif a set of mer^ 
ehants talfcing^ oirer their apeodatioiie, and 
how sifoiit he wifi ftk^ in aU the anutSEeaneHi 
of igfioraoce, whibt the; discuss the valaa 
Of Ros^ or of lodiA prochice; of heiap, 
tallow, and iron ; cottons, sagars, or dye* 
slufla* In retntn, hiimg him who has nevet 
stadied nj 4iBg bat the fMrices cwrent, 
wai Ae list of eifports aad ioipiofrti^ iato 
a party of eonnc^sseum, and wliat will become 
Of aB the commercial knowl^e, and the 
aannactneaS' oi^ calcnlation which .has gained 
him the repotation' on. 'Change of a ahrewd 
man;^.and a good man^ He wiU find small 
hope of making cent per cent of his capital, 
by atttdyittg the beau idkiy and the cJmto 
e9twro^ and the breadth of l%ht, and maas 
of afaadow, and the draperies, and grouping, 
and efRact, which excite sudi admiratioit 
in* tbe party among^ whom he wan^^^rs about, 
mpatieat' and bewildered— angry at j^the 
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16 EMTERINQ A BOOM. 

unprofitable nature of t|ieir discussidriSy yet 
ashamed to show his ignorance of thenij and 
devoutly wishing .himself, boxed, up in his 
counting-Jiouse again^r among his clerks, or, 
reclining" at :his ease on the benches of his. 
favourite coffeerhouse, where, his ci)untenance 
is watched as a kind of/indez.to the probable^ 
averages, of the markets. t ' > 

It follows^ :tben, that in order .to appear 
to the most advantage^ we ought to be seen 
in th|^ place which we hc^ve been the lojigest 
acenstomed to fill : and it is perhaps from a 
little anxiety respecting myself, on this head^ 
that I have been , led into the fpregping 
reflections. . A first appearance as an author 
is a tremendous .undertaHi^lg'v however, he 
that {Ventures on it may. have been used 

*' The applause of listening senates to command^'' 

or to lay down the J^w wit^ more certainty 
of .success, and less fear of contradiction, on 
a matter of taste, in a lady's boudoir. It is 
one. thing for a nran to fix the eyfeS; of a 
fasj^iqn^ble circle upon ;his dress and %urp, 
and another to fix the eyes of the public 
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EKTWifo A ROOM. 17 

upon bis wmrmT^ The raniiffi ttet may 
excite most enviably p^da of laugjhter ia ao 
ekgant . drawiBgfi@ooiQj najr be . read with 
f^iegnndic tigidity of mujsd^. in. the torner. 
of a boohseller's shop, particuJarJjr if the 
day should h^pgiea. to be d^neip and. fiiggy^- 
aad the critieiania. whieh Bpund. Fastly acute 
and erudite^ as delivered. frojo ^ stage boxs 
at the theatre^ or ia : Fop^'s iUley at the 
Opera, may be ciriticised^ th^HMelves^ as sitf*; 
ficiently yaptd^ wh^a^ they fall, ttader. the laah 
of i:ritics by.profisssion, in^^oad. of being re^ 
edioed by j^et^ ^oc^/i^et at Me of ^ the bq-? 
merotts canveirsuxiows, wfaicl^ this, age of iniek 
lectu^l improyeni|ent has c^tai^ishisd, in.oider 
to perfect us in the ancient art of talking 
wbieh^ it should seem, . we h^ve be^n tod 
mueh acoju^qnied to, coDsider,' hitherto, as »,. 
mere mat^r of amusement. ' . 

Dangeiis and d jffieultjies are, however, the 
price of honours, whethf^r they be such as 
the hero or the saint aspire to. Behold me, 
therefi^re, gentle reader, a hermit by choice, 
iin author at youc service, and only scdi^tDus, 
to know what topic I <^an ^xon for the <^en^ 
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18 RKTISHIKG A 400M« 

mg of my lueubration^: flu Os mwt to nimtter 
to yoiirenierlaiiioienlf 

i There is someljiii^ fP awkward in ^chbos-. 
ing a Bobject Ukt 4fca fipst time ! it is like, 
ir«t entering a ]M<WM^«Hl^teliy by tbe by^ i» 
one of tbe noet diflkadt tivvga in tb^ wor]td^ 
«!> aaeoin^A m a paoefol and ppeposs^ett^t 
i»g «Mi9Hier« *Pber« are a tbon^nd ways, of 
d^ig' it~Aiid -wbjrnot remark upon ^nm 
of tbeoi? A%' eocoaBeiilr thoi^ht! '^ Wiat 
difllt I write uponT' flaMCowfer to bia 
fimrioati^ friend^ Lady A^if^iil- ^^ Wti40 
upon Ibe Sofb^ to be smrelf' sberepfidlp 
attd lirom bar lirely equiToqae arose tbaf ie^ 
lightfiil poem e! ^ Th& Task/' tban wbieb^ I 
yriVk aot^ pledge myself ia my read^rs^ for s^ 
ttog' mncb better ia the wbole oouise of 
the following' p^ges** This was all owing to» 
seimng a first thougbt^--^an impulse j and at 
CoMrper was of ^e Hermk^species bimseU^ 
Aoagh someiirhiik of a different dass frpaii 
tbe Hermit in London', beingr a follower of 
Hemelitos, inetead of DemocritHs^ 1 eanmi(' 
do4ietter than take buB^ i^ this instance^ for 
my example ; aod if I 90 flm imitate him a» 




<a mtri^ tke ttf oft of tbe mMil^iii w&ibt tli« 
lffipre98toii>*i& warrm^ ibr esLfaadmg the idea 
whieh 18 uppttriBioiit ia:^iiiy.BBiid^ I shall waste 
no fciftfaer tiaie in deliberaitioiiy tnit iiotBe* 
diatdfy proceMl to aaaljee ^amiia of Ihe.TaiiMff 
ittodes of entefit^ a roan.' 

In no situation are we mores piapMsaawdl 
hy tha exprottion of >coinitaBanee and byt&i 
S^emml figure than whisn apenooifirstenieii 
H Mirni* It hf iw some inaeftt^a, . Wtm Bi eae* 
me vepreseotatkNi ; auA mrram^ pra p a e ad i 
hawchrer usjnatlf^ to afplaiid: or' to iBteJpr 
ptove the characta*^ uniesaamted and ia^ 
beeid* I haae so often sat niyaelf dowi^ 
liliaiiatattac^ in Af» corner of a ioimmgimoom^ 
tUat I hare had good ea|>0rfenee in this waj-; 
$Smif dose olterrer as. I an^ and aBbeM neiAet 
dazzled from inexperienoe nor inflamed: ^ 
yonthit jetrt^ the prepoeaesiiiai fer or agauist, 
I hare, imhohsatarily) verj: fipequaidy^ gvmn 

WfBOfi 

Modesty blended' iritk j^piitj (a lieaii!li# 
M pointy mp^ diffiealt to^ fail> has alfio^A 
Wittk iuy Tote inAvoir of Ibr pcasesiop; «nd 
yet 1 and a«rare that a eeasnminate eoarU^j 
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a high-bred^ finished gentleman, a traveled 
man of' fashion, endowed with observation 
and -with imitation, can assume this cha-' 
racter f:ierrecdy and successfully. The gcave, 
globiny, eye - averted ^ and* brow - dejeuted 
man, the man who . bastilj enters the apart* 
mentj and fain would say. to one behind 
bim <^ Shove me in, that I may get over - 
these ;odious ceremoitials,^' appears a suspi* 
ciooa^guest. You say to - yourself* ^^ We shall 
atifver get -acquainted, 'tis no loss ; t do not 
wiih it; he is a stoic, a cynic, a sceptic, a 
letlow of long head, perhaps, but selfish ; he 
ipould cheat you in 'a bargain ; 'tis pride or 
meamiess which, makes him shy." 'Whilst 
every interchanged look and word with the 
former is like a wii^h ^'. to our better acquaint-^ 
adce." :'•.■; 

, Bat besides . these extremes, there are va- 
rious ways of entering an apartment, divers 
diameters assumed at that moment; many 
Bftodes^ of) expressing, by the very ' look and 
bow, irbatrank in society the persoii holds^ 
who :tbus appears on the scene, -<- and i not 
only his rank' in. society, but the estimation 
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ENTERING A ROOM. 81 

in which he is held id the rery circle of which 
he now forms a segment, or. a cotnponent 
part) and in which he has a character to plat* 
very frequently ^ for that night- only, — I say 
night, because I allude to a dinner party, 
which, in high life, always takes place at night, 
as the breakbst is the repast of the after- 
noon, and the morning call, or ride, is an 
evening amusement. "-' . 
. . One character entefrs with dignity and with 
an assumed condescension; which is pride 
in a foncy dress* The bow bends little, it 
says .^^ I am come, — not very late neither ; 
-i niight . have sent an apology, but I am 
eome^ to. confer honour, and to brf praised/* 
<Tfae smile means, . ^^ I greet ye all ; be seated ; 
I shall show no. superiority amongst you, 
.but make myself uncommonly pleasant.^ < 

Another enters with a briskish step^ usudly 
accompanied by ,^^ I fear I am late ; I ihad not 
an idea of the hour ; I hope I have not kept 
.yqu . wafting .very Joiig.'\ Thid person Idoks 
round .for: smSes^ .for. acknowledgements; 
bows mpidly and circularly ; squeezes his 
hoBt'fl hand; steps boldly, but respectfoUy^ 



Sr' 



22 JEHT^eiUN^^ A ItOOtf. 

Ipp to Ibe lady 4>f 4lie hotue, — sometimee 
0habe8 fbandjs witb ber ; Jdget^r^ '* were^ 
imtU Jie is brought iiitaiplAy ; Iben ai4Uuiie$ 
juiDSelf for a raooieAt;; lusd mbIs a bean qf 
imftb airouod bim. Tbis as either 4H10 wbo^ii 
iriudp^rodaU roundtbe reoni to be a^pleasaiNt 
^k^^ a Unity a tablevligbt, toiie <wbo «iU be 
leoki^dto for a joke at dninttr^ oae mhiMii 
attic salt is to give a relieb (to^tbe feasi; or 
be is a diaraeter, for whom all are fioepated ; 
or Jasify, be is the friead «0f the famiij^ or a 
yo^Wgf not overbearing patron. 

A tbird lounges in^ and li^s wd drawk 
out bis aasirers.; bolds one finger io bis land- 
load, as if lotb to be too kind .; and bojra to 
tbe jady of tbe bouse as if an mxqmsiU was 
Ae-very gas of a brtUiant cficle^ and as if be 
felt tbat be mast be every iiriheiie ^ivekoiiM. 
Tory litde interest iscreoted by audi a doll, 
ifbicb is importantly to fill acbair, in alliba 
pl«Ditode of emptinees* 

' A foartb basbfully bangs bade; entoif 
sknrly ; wails to be mot, said to be b«oogbt 
forwiwd in Ae arde ; direels:blp gljance "and 
tbe profl^uad indination <rf bis betfd to4be 
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4iostandfaoflte«e:$ ta%ing:hi»cbasoB far ^in^ 
iagHrifencb aftennardift fagr fji«AeMi0} ^Uigiag 
;aAtentiQn at Aiibk, 'tlid lHi^yiilsr.;.i>r.pii^lia|«9 
isofe moekljr at ilia donor ^f lAoTeaAt, aati 
^MkBiii^inlQ a'boimer, iftlo^lie embrasune 
igyf .a -wiadodi') <or a flktmttoii -«eiitote froiai Ibe 
'feragpetorid Agmn^ cif ^tbe^piotune^ This cbii- 
jMt)^ y^:nmf ael/^oim for-ftmi^ pf-^odMt 
^iraitb; .|(0dv{iB an aiikt^ onetah^ is 4bane 
*fQr thft iffit' iliaMy mp eke an noforiiiiaite 
]aro^jp4 a indttf -atnaii dkctioA j(tKil secim^ 
m poor relation. 

. Lastly, we may obserye ia very quick* 
alq^p'd, over ciiril, circularly smiling, wise 
l<iokiDg, mysterious eyed, obsequious, grave 
Pressed man in black, with a sufl&cient num- 
bar of seals and rings, white hands, and often 
with a powdered head, canvassing every eye 
tat Rotye ; who will applaud every thipg 
which yon say, laugh before the joke be eon- 
'Chided, often look at his watch, be called out, 
or take French leave. This is either an au- 
thor 6f doubtful rank, a clergyman of some* 
what too complaisant habits, or the physician 
of the fiunily. 
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• Tbwry <ir» gi—ir til <»wr^hWb of 
tr«Mt% IM MiMi^ tr flMribtt. I ksve 

SOWWCr CMIVMO MJHv w - ■MB 0mj ; W 

andtts rit wofliM fai lii|^' Klb esArftdraliR> 
tog^room in prdfy MMh ttte Maw fpqr^ a 
liide more ^r Hnm esmmqamtm^ a Hitkr mote 
^or less difidtnce, Am firotr iprtMiie 
being the cnly sIwAm of Htmrma ; a^ 
all the others are eo flriaiile'aBi to hmf^ 
ewaped^ hitherto, the penetretiia evoft of 
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Tu profcnl »i come M di sale 

to pane altrui e come 6 dnro calle 

Lo scendeie e *1 salir per l^irftnii scale. PANTB* 

r 

PATKOm, in di^'s of ySk^, yf€fe men of tense. 

Were men of taste, and had a fair pretence 

To rule tn letters;— some of tlu^ werc^heiard " 

To read off hand, |nd never s^flji wtird j 

Our Patrons are of qnite a different strain, 

With i^tker sense nor taste } against the grain ^ ^ 

They fttrjMitif for fatkwn'9 idlpe— no more ! 

CHURCHILU 
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Q-ENiuis, like the beautifal flavrere whieb' 
a4<Hm tbe garden, requires culture and tbe 
8un^.of patronan^e. WitbcHit tb^se^ howeTar 
ricb tbe 8oil> it wilr pine a(nd witber in Ae 
abade of neglect% Some talentfi ibere are^ 
like tbose of tbe immortal Bomsi wbidi 
may be considered as field flowers, as tbe 
mountain daisy, cbeerfully ^^ glinting fbrtb '* 
^^ above tbe. storm,^^ or tbe wild violet, 
wbicb ^^ wastes its sweetness on tbe desert 
air." But tbese are few. in number. For 
the most party wbere genius puts fi>rtb tbe 
blottoma of promise in a young nvnd, seme 
kind patron^-a noblemen, a cki^manb ^ ^ 
man of science^ not uufrequendy tbe boMit 
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schooI-iBaster of the village, cultivates the 
tender plenty by bestowing educatioiiibn the 
growing capacity ; and, at a future period, 
it depends on the great for support, and for 
being brought to maturity. 

There is not indeed a nobler office, than 
that pf patronizing talent in everjr branch. 
It is often done from the purest motives of 
philanthropy, and a love for science; but 
still oftener from pride, or from the desire pf 
fluttery ; for, not unfrequentlj, a laboured 
panegyric, or a florid dedication, will advance 
the author^s fame and fortune more rapidly 
a&d more effectually than seven years* literary 

labours^ or than gli piu belli concetti of the 

. . . ♦ • 

poet, or of the artist. 

Protigis are of three classes, — ^the man of 
talent, author, artist or professional man, — 
the useful man who,' under the title of a 
secretary or an humble friend, writes bis 
patron's letters, publishes something in his 
name, makes his speeches for him, and 
directs his mind, ' when obstinacy or self- 
suffidency do not mar his good intentions, 
-^and the paltry shade of quality, the m* 
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^trusted dependent on rank and power, wlio 
makes 'liinself a jackal to an asn, instead of 
to a lion; This last character is too^ con- 
temptible for remark; while the otheir two 
are praiseworthy for their exertions in the 
field of wisdom, though often to be pitied 
for the sacrilBce of independence at * the 
^sb^rine of imperial ignorance,, or of illus- 
trious h^Cughtiness. Talent, bowever, ought 
carely so far "to elevate tbe poBs^saiuri that 
the map shall becotfa eimobled by the 
bright gem which be wiears in bis mind ; a^ 
'Wedften see titled ineiignificaiice raised into 
JmportaMe firom the lustre of decorations, 
't^ wbicb alone the owner is recognized and 
admowledged. 

Many of ous nobility and of our rich men 
are fond of being the patrons of men of 
abilities, whether foreign or native. That 
those who encourage the former, often ,do it 
out of affectation, it is not unfair to suppose : 
• to. the protectors of the latter, credit ought 
to be given for sincierity, until they forfeit 
.it by their conduct. Ot this nubiber is my 
' ]^ord Do'little. He has always some prot6^/6 
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with him, and nothing can flatter kirn bo 

much a« to recommend any one to his patroB« 

age; but his protection is not that which 

inqmifs his fiutune^ or narrows the source of 

'any other of his enjoyments. His Lordship's 

patronage floats in a cop of tea, or appear® 

byTta object being permitted the honour of 

•sitting at the. foot of his table. It rewards 

;by his distinguished condescension in leanings 

on: the artist's arm, or by his allowing' the 

.poet Or the historian to occuj^y a hack seat in 

.hisk tarriage, ^ 

TheproUgi of this nobleman may ho{fe 

to be. eleyated by being introduced to people 

of. the first rank and fashion ; but it will be 

only by name, dnd his vanity may enj<^ 

tbf skme unsubstantial feast on beinj^ fami-' 

'liarly nodded to, or shaken by the hand, ff^ 

met in public, by his Mecaenas. So fond, 

however, is Lord Oo-little of this patronizing 

system, that you never meet him unless 

su|^orted by an author or an artist ; nor ever 

visit him without seeing modest merit in k' 

neglected corner of his room ; whilst he is 

reBidinf lettefrs of recaminendation in fiivor 



of some one who seenis punting; after the very 
lot which Cowlej so forcibly expresses h& 
Abhorrence of, when he says-^ 

** U there a nan on earth I av^t to hatf ? «, 

** Attendance and dependence be hirfate." 

»■ 

More than one man of letters has Waited 
on hh Jtiordship's walking and talking hours, . . 
iilitil' he found his money spent, ,and' his \ 
Wardrobe worn out, by living^ without turn^- . ^ 
ing his talent to account, in hopes of this ^ 
peer's putting him in the way of doing ag ; % 
.and by dressing for dinner^ or, m»re fire* 
.quently, for a morning walk (to the great 
(destruction of boots), in company with the 
gjeat man whose shade he was. And more 
th&n one artist has lost his time, nnd forfeited 
opportunities of benefitting himself whilfit 
listening to the encouraging conversations of 
the peer, attending his lev^e, and expect- 
ing some sapient suggestion, or powerftil 
interest which might introduce him to royal 
patronage ; or at least insure his celebrity 
with the public. 

My friend Dr. Dabble is ff very^ differ* 
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t 

ent patron. M^de an LL.D. at an earlf 
period, and gifted with a fine estate, he has 
set himself up. for the promoter of learning, 
and the Patron of Science ; but his patronage 
is not' the mere Warmth of a tea-pot, nor 
dois it evaporate in a morning walk, nor 
can it be covered by a plate at table^ - -He 
deals in solids — extracted, faowei^r, not 
from his own pocket, but from the paper 
currency, or the metaUic substances of his 
friends and acquaintance. It is dang^erous 
to meet the Doctor ttdess you Jbavs money 
about you for which you have no use; for 
his pockets are crammed with addresses, 
prospectuses, tickets for benefits, and plans 
or drawings of some architectural pile, which 
is destined to rise from the earth; whilst his 
house is like an auction-room for antiques, 
statues, paintings, drawings, cameos, books 
and goods, to be disposed o^ for the benefit 
of their repective owners. 

^ Do, my dear fellow, give me jour guinea 
fbr this splendid work; here is a prospectus ; 
it will be printed in the first style of perfec* 
tioQ;" or ^' I must have you put your name 
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down far this boolc of dra.wiDg8 jast nllqui to 
he published ;" or ^< I have set you doirn as 
a subscriber to Mr. Polyphrase's readings ;" 
or " You are the very person I wanted^ to 
meet ; you are so popular, so j^^nerally >ic- 
quainted, that I am sureyou will get me off 
half a dozeo tickets in a rafle for a CameO, 
or for such a man's benefit.'' 
., Such is the constant language of (he 
learned Doctor, who spends . his time in giv* 
ing audience to artists and to authors; in 
being the porter of their plans and cagjis in 
the streets, and in puffing at evening parties, 
or negociating with booksellers in the morn- 
ings. All this costs him personally very little 
except his labour; in giving which, by the 
by, there is merit ; and at the same time^ it 
amuses and occupies hini^ and gains him the 
name of a patron, which he considers to be a 
very desicable distinction. 

He is however so well known, that he 
often iails in his endeavours to serve ; for if 
you see him fumble in his pocket, you know 
he is about to bring put '^ proposals for 
printing," ^^ plan of an extensive collection of 
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•^*— ^/* <« 'prospectus.of a work to be piiblififfi^ 



by sitbscription5" or some such pocket^^tct 
"whidt he means to fire at your bank note ; so 
that many of his acquaintance fly from bis 
approach, and some are even scsindalouift 
Moagh itQr report that he has an interest in 
tltf8a'%)eeulatidiis, beyond the mere pleasure 
of eacdurag;ing merits 

Stieh %':tl|f& character of these two Pa- 
Irons of the Arts. .Others there lire, however^ 
although the number be but few» who art 
the pure eneoaragers of science, the pro* 
moters of more extensive knowledge, Und 
the distinguished cultivator of tal^At. In^i^ 
sensiUe to flattery, the linly pride of sueh 
«ien is to see the success of those who owe 
Aeir outset in life to their generous and 
bountiful assbtance* Friends to widdom and 
to mankind, they dedicate a great part 
of their fortune to the support of ittdijj;en€ 
talent, to drawing merit from the shdde of 
Mversity or from the obscurity of their 
situation, and to enriching the republic of 
letters/ 

It is to such men that statues are due* 
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Their names deserve to be written in letters 
of gold, to be ehronicled here with sages and 
with heroes, and to reign hereafter in immor- 
tality; for they are the pillars on which 
wisdom and virtue lean, they are the support 
(^ growing genius; and, without them, a 
world of genius lind of science would fiill to 
the ground uncultivated and unknown. 
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TOO LATE FOR DINNER. 



« - Btfthift mendador. HOlU 



Sed non ego crcdulus illb*. VlllGIL. 






TOO LATE FOR MNNER. 



•••-■««p^«w^n 



*Thi8 circnmslmnee^s a matter of dhance and 
of some miflfortune to some people; an afikir 
of aifectatiim and bad hlibit in others ; biit a 
practice^ irbether from the former or the latter 
came, of continual occurrence in the beau 
mtmdey although eyidently at yariMce with 
true politeness. ' 

f oui^ Woodville, an acquaintance of mine, 
an Exquisi^ of the first class, in the way 
of miBignificetat living, splendid equipage, and 
well-appointed establishment, is conspicuous 
for this fiiiling. I think I .see him this moment, 
flying out of his chariot,— -^ the grey horses 
arriving at a break-neck pace, — a knock 
like t)iunder announcing him, at thb door,*-* 
and aflEbctiug himself to look overcome and 



-^f' 




40 TOO LATE FOR DINKEB. 

chagrined on entering the apartment where 
every one is either just seated^ or just finish- 
ing the first course. 

His general plan is, on presenting hknself 
at the dining-parlour door^ to withdraw as it 
were, t0 join his haiids, . elevate! his ishoulders, 
make a slight inclination of -his body, or a 
shake of his head, as much as to say, <^ this 
is very bad indeed ; an't I incorrigible ? most 
abominable for late houri^ always engaged'*-^ 
always run;away with by pleasure -*never in 
time any where I But quite tb^ thing— ^mon- 
strous agreeable — pardoned by the ladies-— 
«ery where welcome." This iap^opiinic 
l^epresentation is follow;ec| by a demonstration 
of his very white teeth^ rather than a smile ; 
and then, shaking hands with his friend, at 
4he bottom of the table, or giving him a 
gentle tap on the back, (if an intimate), 
ogling all round,, glancing at all the beauty 
and &8hion in the room, he proceeds with 
much confidence to> the seat allotted to him, 
disturbing and apologising to aa many as 
possible in hi« way towards the head of the 
tables i * 
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« 

Hacknted ^xeuses in general, afe, 
^* Upon my life, I don't deserve to be par- 
doned; yet I reckon on. your ladyship^s 
indijlgence ; I never was so mistaken in my 
life ; it was six when I was tallikig abctot a 
li6rse, to the ditke^ at Tattersairs ; liiemo- 
ment that I discovered it^ 1 galloped home at 
the risk of upsetting a score of plehs^'and 
took only ten minutes to : dress and get 
liere :'' ^^ Upon my soul, I beg your pardon ; 
'tis too b^d I know :" or ^^ I know not on 
earth how to apologise for my seeming rude* 
ness; Jiut I did not get home from the 
qnadrille ball until seven o'clock; could not 
dose my eyes for two hours ; let my watch 
go down; and hive gone wrong, all day 
since C* ^^ Upon my honour 1 had not aa 
idea of its being so late by an hour; but I 
know your goodness, and that you'll excuse 
me ; you know me ; the very worst head in 
the world ; . never could calculate time or 
money ; you know, that. Sir Charles ; I bav^ 
always twice as much to pay as I expect^dji 
and am an hour or two later Haka I intended ;^' 
and an insipid laugh closes this mti*state- 
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jneiit. Or e}6e it is, ^^ Do foi^ ive me ;. it is 
not. my' fault j I wkh die Hoase of Commons 
wera aimihiiat^d ; I went in with, my bro^ 
tfaer, and could not move ui^til hat&aii«hour - 
ago; dressed all by guess, and almost half 
in my carriage; I never was so put out in - 
Hiy life." 

Npw all these excuses are nearly as old ay 
himself, known to all his acquaintance^ 
,worn out as to effect, and wearing out the 
patience of every one ccHicerned ; yet does 
he think diis bad habit quite an accomplid^^ 
..aent : he prefers it to the chance of enteriii|^ 
a hatf^fiiledi apartment in proper time, or to 
beittg mist^k^n for a man of exactitude and 
^f order. . Many of his female acquaintancei 
who are fearful of dinner^s suffering from hi^ 
neglect^ or who are not dazzled by hi» good 
look9 JEii^. affectation, h^ve retinquishefl his 
presence at tlieir tables on this account ; but 
still he will not submit to the dull five mi<- 
o^tes before dinner, .and jthinks it Stylish iB 
the extreme to b^ always in a great hurr;)^ 
gaUoptog, ou(jk>£ the park, or dashing up tj» 
your door, as ifon business .of the kst jm*^ 
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portaiice^ Hence he lias acquired the nick* 
name of the late Mr. Woddvilie i and 8^ ftr 
i» he from being ashamed of it) or corr#tted 
hy the charge, that he seems to pitch his 
ambition at a still higher mark^ and aspire 
•to be called ktest among tile late, as Mar^ . 
fihal N^ was termed ''' Le brave parmi les 
braves." . . 

I need 'not add tint he is *" incorrigible s 
'And well he may be so, when one lady holds 
out her hand to him at the head of the tab)% 
crying, ^^ Sit down, madcap ; I wonder yo<i 
^did liot come in a| tlie' deserts " another 
ejcclairas, ^^ Ah! Wood ville, are you com^ 
'SO soon ? " a third, in an&wer to his practised^ 
(^easy, and insincere apologetical tricks, sajs^ 
^^ sit down, never mind; we all know you; 
jovf (with a streiBs) 'are a privileged than 
for late hours: Have you seen the youn^ ' 
dowager?" 

All this, Woodville thinks, adds ecfatt to 
liis ctMirse througl^^fasbioti^s airjr cirde. He 
ISmcies, and often with tf^tfa, that very yoaii|^ 
tendrils of ^lii<m, (he sci^&^s 4>f degant 
and extravagant stocks, admire him for hia 
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foibles, coiBineQd hi^ asBurimce, and.^xtol 
bis vanity* His practised weaknesses so 
often gaining hidi|lgence, he beeootea an 
habitual de/aulter at dinner, and he would 
not knpw how to take. his chair without ap 
excuse* How prettily he, looks andanswecp 
,tq Lady Mild\yay, when she, with a jBus^vUjr 
peculiar to herself, observes, ^^ My <hi1^ 
regret is, that the soup wi)l ntt be .worth 
your tasting, although Mercier (the copk^ 
pleases you in general.; and that the fia^: wi)! 
be neither hot nor cold." ^* Upon my life,? 
lisps the youth, ^^ you overpower me vfitb 
goodness ; it's my own fault if either be (he 
ease ; but if you would expiate ^y enoro^ity 
by taking half a glass of Madeira with m&y 
I should feel much more convfortable ; • for 
I really am horrified at coming so uncom- 
monly late : V (habitually ,ot|ght to be the 
word). i 

All these ininor manosuvres lend a false 
interei^t to Mr. WoodviUe, which he has 
usurped, which indulgencct has admitted, 
which youthfijl inexperience tolerates, and, 
which ignorance admires. 
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£iord tiivre-Roiige, whose only superioritj^ 
is his fdaee in the Red«book, his name^ stylei. 
title and diBsignation in the Court Kalelidari 
IB another of these dinner-spoilers, these 
idytiBers of goodrnature, these viblaters of 
good tnanners, ' thesie usurj^ing coxcombSi' 
who wish to soar above even the dfcle of 
degance and good company, by coming 
Idst, by beirig wailed for, by deranging a 
pkrty, and by creating a sensattori, as they 
swagger, ^mingly confounded, to the first: 
places at the tables they have so long kept 
wifciting for them. 

My Lord, however, has not Woodville^s 
good hulmdur, none of his simpers and his 
smiles, no fiilse' humility, no submissive 
pride: He makes you wait as a matter of 
course, aiid takes his place as a matter of 
right. He sometimes seems to look sur- 
prised, and motions a regret at deranging' a 
wbde party, but it is with a self-approving 
deportment. He will tell yod, that he is 
that moment arrived from Derby, or from 
I^ewmarket, or from the Upper House, in 




which iioivefer he tato much less ill|Mr$lit 
than at; the winni&g«p08t of either, of (be^ 
^tfaer pli^s. He wished you bad not Waited ; 
vbutjt is very easy ta perceive tfiat he WQuldi'; 
Mv^ have:ft^i^tvep you^ if yiou had pot.. Hej 
canvasses the respect and attention pf the> 
fiio^ily ; and is mortified in the. extreme if he? 
find himself in . the minority. Ev&rf glance^ 
of his claims applause; and eveil|r civility, 
caricatures condescension, ^e dipes with; 
you. for form!s sake ; comes late for fashion's: 
spke;; sto^ as long as it suits hio^f; and. 
takes French leave, without (leart. or. inter^fMI^ 
in your party. , ^ . 

Sometimes he will say, tfith a ^superiiH^ 
and 8aucy4one, ^' Indeed, my dea,^ 3f rs. So* 
and^so, I am sure you thinly me very rude in^^ 
eoming so late^; but it was with difficulty, 
that I aame at all : I, put off five engageme^ta 
for your 's; and I left a dozen things nndop^,- 
and iNSople : disaatisfied, sooner than disapr.- 
p0ifit . you." i Or^ by way of : beipg jo^^a^j 
'^ I dare say fum, French cook wishes me iat; 
tbe AntipQ^a^forr sppiliag bis fricass^^. or hiik 
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ttol au v€iit, bis mselette or bis maoaFom; but> 
I bad a bard matter to get bere at ally— only 
1 bate sending* excttses." 

Tbe prevalence of tbese late dinner viritora 
10 gHcby tbat there is quite l^ struggle betwixt' 
the makers of banquets and the eaters pC 
tbeni, who shall be latest in their hours r 
ahd^ as was said by an Irish gentlemen of my^ 
acquaintaiice, who has erossed tbe Channel 
to nod and moHosyllablise in the House of 
Commons anniially since the Union, ^ Upoa 
my &ith people are gettiiig so much later* 
every year in their hours, that I should not 
at all be surprised to find dinner put off until 
tiienext day,* 

Thci givers of parties are so afraid pf hav-. 
log their delicacies spoiled, that they, know^r 
not bow late to make the hoar of meeting;: 
and yet the rival party, ifae guests of fiisbipni^ 
all 0totdating each other in baut ton, struggle 
who shall come last, who shall cut in fo;r the 
last moment. idv> shall drive u» last to the 
4oof, who shall make the most dignified^ 
graceful apology^ in^ wbicb a mu}titode of 
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€^ga|(eiiieiit8, their parUamentary duty^'g^- 

aenil dissipation, their break-bf-daj habits^ 

or their horse-racing, or other laudaMe pur- 

mitft take the lead; and, until some very 

high authority give a contrary example, thi$ 

•ril will increase daily. Yet how pttifel^ 

haw stupid are these excuses, founded ia 

folly and untruth. ■ ^ 

If you &11 in with a man of ikshion in 

Rotten Row, he will deign to go down the 

ride onice, or once and a half with you ; hot 

when tired of you, out conies his watch, he 

looks all wonder, he is astonished at Ac' 

lateness of the hour, and he^must leave you. 

He goes off in a hard canter ; and, in fiire 

minutes more, you $ee him w^ing his horse 

by the side of a new acquaintance, as 

leisurely and insipidly as if he did not know 

what to do with his time, and hailed any 

company in preference to study or to solitude. 

From the second picked-up companion he 

escapes as from you — ^is sorry he must 

leave him or her; has a particular engage^i 

ment;** yet returns to the dnrge, and 
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skirmiBhes aiiiong the trees with ir fourtbi 
lEfth, or sixtb^ or perhaps passes yoti ^y un* 
noticed, with a greater personage by hisi sidO} 
or gives you a slender acknowledgment^t sl 
bow wbicb bespeaks an air of protection. 

1 confess that I like punctuality myselG 
and that, but for fashion's sake^ I would 
adopt it in its utmost exactitude; but J have 
BO' often been turned into a study by an as- 
tonished and an a^onishing puppy out of 
livery, and bad a parcel of pamphlets, 
novels, and new publications put before me 
about half past six o'clock, with a look pf 

'^ who can you be, 4o come so very soon }^ 

8o often been in the drawing-^reom with only 
officious slaves fiirring up the fire, present* 
ing me a newspaper already read, and looking 
contempt at me for coming in time to read 

it ; . ; Bo^ofteilk beheld my Lord dismount 

his horse, and proceed to dress, after I had 
come fully' prepared to diike in ten minutes; 
-^-«- 86 often heard a groom of the cham- 
bers', .in a practiced accent and a hau^ty 
voice, inform me, that he dares say his master 
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or bis mktfess'wmUd sooli be in ; ■ tfati 
I have got Inearly as incorrect in keeping 
time as the re$t of my circle. 
' Nevertheless, I commend and highly es- 
teem the principle and plan of the late im- 
mortal Lord Nelaon, who held pro«f titiide 
of n^easures and exactness as to time as 
most valuable qualities, and who, when he 
r^cotinmended a tradesman to send' off some 
articles for him so earlj^ as 6 a* m., on the 
man's saying " Yes, my Lord, I wiH be pn the 
spot myself by six o'clock," mildly touched 
him on the shoulder, and* with a yery signifi- 
cant look added, ^^ Mr. , a quarter of an 

hour before, if you please." The trades- 
man seemed astonished ; but stammered out, 
*^ Surely, my Lord, if "yon wish it ; yes, a 
quarter before six; yes, a quartfir befbre, 
instead of six!" ^^ Right," said his Lord- 
ship, ^^ it is to that quarter before the time 
that I owe all the good I ever did." 
' The more we consider this remark, and 
jveighit with the' activity and decision oftioi* 
late naval |iero^* the more inestimable it ap* 
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pears ; but my readers are just as well able 
to appreciate this as I am ; and ^^ Jt rettern 
^ mes MouUmsj^ by saying, that if I could 
get others not to be too late for dinner^ they 
should never have that fault to lay to the 
chsurgeof 

The H«RMiT in Loki>ok. 
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Koaad, roaadt and rownd^tywi, tlicy whis, thfy.fl/* 
With Mf«|^«ORylBg, wIdrliAg here and thiere» 
^ They tab ^ nor wfa«noe» nor whither, where, nor why. 
In utter hiiRy-»ctl)|i,^inf, coming. 
Maddening the munincr>l^!riihGeB»cleti hamming. 
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" I wuu tbat tbere was not such a thing an 

a Sunday in the whole year," said my vola^ 
'tile fripnd Lady Mary Modish. " A fine 
Sunday draws out as many lifsectST frooa the 
. butlerRy of iashion down to the grab-worm^ 
from some court leading ' out of Bishopa- 
gate Without or Bisbopsgate Within, as a 
hot sun and a shower of rain can produce 
in the middle of June. The plebs flock so, 
tbqt you can scarcely get into your barouche 
.or curricle without being bustled by the men- 
milliners, linen-drapers, and shop-boys^ who 
have been serving you all (he reet of tbe 
week. Bad horsemen and pedestrian wem^n, 
paries a outrancty uHras in Gonceit?4l 
D 4 
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dress, press upon you on every hand; and 
yet one cannot be at church all day, nor make 
a prisoner of one^s self because it is Sunday. 
For my part, I am ennuySe^ beyond mea- 
sure on that day; and were it not for my 
harp and a little scandal, there would be no 
getting through it at all.^' 

The carriage now drew up to the door^ 
and her ladyship proposed that I should take 
a corner in it, and go down the Park just 
once with her and her younger sister, merely, 
as she said, ^^ to shew her friends that she 
was in town." '^ What legions of counter 
coxcombs ! " exclaimed she, as we entered 
Gro«iend|? Gate. ^ The tilbury and dennet 
system Is a gr^t 6onvenience to these peo« 
>lt|i. JJpoQ the plnl^der of^the till, or by 
i)r|rcS^ing4Kbi]ie particular article sold on 
Saturday to a ii^g|)g^te, who goes shop- 
ping tn6re f^ B)^ purpose of meetml; hiir 
fiivoured swain ^ than for anj^ thing whidh she 
wants to purchase; it is sOea^y for tfa^dse 
once-a-week beaux to Jbire a 'tilbiiry and ati 
awkward groom in a pepper and salt, or drab 
coat, like the incog, of the royal family, and 
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to sport Aeir odious persons in the drive 
of fesbion. Some of the monsters^ too^ hare 
a trick of bowing to ladies whom theJ^ do 
not knowj^ merely to give them an air^ or 
pass off their customers for their acquaint- 
ance 

^^ There !^' continued she, ^^ there .goes 
my .pliRnastier, ^h 'fixed spurs like a field 
•officer, and riding as importantly a& if he 
were one* of the ^ Lords of the Treasury. 
'There- again is my banker's ^ clerk, \so^ stiff 
end 80'. laced up, that be looks niore like an 
^Egyptian- mjtsnimy Awn a 'man« /What 'im-^ 
fHidence!. He has <got some groom out of 
place with a cockade in his hat, 4>y ivay of 
imposing 'on the world for a hesai mitit^irek 
I have not common patience with ibese ibri^*' 
turea. I have long since left off ^oing. to 
Ike play on a Satnr^y, because, indepemi* 
^ntWl^my preference for the Opera, ..these 
insetts from Ofaeapstde, and ao on westw^lj^ 
shut up their shops, cheat their masteriy 
and font le$ importans about loiie a'clodc.- 
Tbe same parQF crow4 the Park oni^^d^ ; 
but on black Monday, return v i^i^^cbMl- 
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boj» t<^tbeir work^ and you see them witk 
the pen behind their ear^ calculating how to 
«iake up for their hebdomadal extravagances, 
pestering you to buy twice as much as you 
want) and officiously offering their arm ^1 ycmr 
carriage door." r 

At this juncture, Mr. Millefleurs came 
up to the carriage perfumed like a millinei^ 
his colour much heightened by some yeger 
•table dje,' and resolved neither ^ to blush 
unseen/ nor to waste his ' sweetness on the 
desert air.' His approach was very much 
like what I have heard of the Spice Islands. 
Twx> feke teeth in- front shamed th0 others 
a little inr theirivory polish, and his breath 
savoured of myrrh like a heathen sacrifice^i- 
or the incense burned in one of their teici- 
ple^. He tbi^'Ust his horse's bead into the 
-carriage (I thought) a little abruptly and 
indecorously; but I perceived that it gave 
BO. offence*. He i^iled very affectedly, 
adjusted his hat, pulled a lock of hair across 
liis forehead with a view of shewing, firsts 
that be bad a white forehead, and next, that 
die glossiness of his; hair must have; owed 
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its luBtre to at least two hours bj'ushing^ ar> 
.raogiDg, perfumiog, and unguentiog. He now 
got his horse^s head still closer to us, dropped 
the rein upon his neck, hung half in and half 
out of the carriage,' with his whip stuck under 
bis arm and a violet in the corner of his 
mouth, a kind of impudent- stare in his eyes, 
and a something half too familiar, yet half 
courtly, in his manner.- 

<< >V^hat a beautiful horse!" said Lady 
Mary* ^^ Yes/' replied Millefleurs, ^ he is 
one of' the best bred horses in Europe."^ I « 
roust confess that I thought otherwise, nor did 
I admire his. being so near, his head being 
troublesome to me; ^^ and," continued he, 
y the best fencer in Europe." This accom- 
plishment 1 had myself excelled in ; but I 
was ignorant of its becoming a part of equine 
education. I urged him to explain^ and 
amused him at my own expense very much. 
He, however, was polite enough to instruct 
my ignorance ; and informed me ilNit he was 
a bigh-couraged horse, and . one of the best - 
ktepers of fence$^ that he had - ever seem 
jLady Mary condescended, ail/ tbis^ time to 
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caress the horse, and to display het* lovely 
arin ungloved^ with' which she patted his 
Jieck, and drew & hondi^d admiriag eyeg. 

.The JExqutsite^ all dnstime^ brushed the 
animal gently with a highly scented silk 
handkerebief,' after which he > displayed a 
l^ambfic one, and went through a thousand 
little minauderiei which would have suited 
an affeeied woman better than a Lieutenant 
in Qi^' Majesty's brigade of Guards. Al- 
iboi^h he tiilked & great deal, the whole 
amount of hts discourse was, that he gave 
only seven huiidred guineas for his hon^e; 
tbillhis groom's horse had run at the Cra- 
ven ; that he was monstrous lucky that sea- 
son on the ttirf; that he was a very bold 
horseman himself; and that being engaged 
to dine jp three places th^t day, he did not 
know bow' to manages but that if Lady Mary 
dined at any one of the three places, he would 
cut the other two* 

At this moment a mad brained Ruffian of 
qiiality- flew bj, driving four in hand, and 
exclaimed in a cracked but affected tone, 
^* Where-' have you hid yourself of late, 
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Charles?'^ <^ I have been one of hk Ma- 
jesty's prisoners m tbe Tower," said Mil- 
lefledrs; meamng that he had been on- duty 
there ; and, turning to Lady Mary, in a half 
i^hisper he observed, ^ Althoug^h you see 
him in such good form, though his cattia 
and his equipage are so well appointed, he 
got out of the Bench only last week, having 
thrown over the vagabonds his creditors : h^ 
is a iiobie spirited 'fellow, as good a whip as 
any in Britain, full of life and of humour, and 
I^m happy to say that be has now a dacen of 
as fine horses as any 'in Christendom,^ kept 
bim ent^ndu in my name, but there are'idheels 
within wheels.'^ 

He. now dropped the violet, kissed his 
band, and was out of sight in two seconds. 
<^ A fine young man!" said her Ladyship. 
r bowed assent, and bfi^ered her some Eau de 
Cologne which I had about me, a»a correc* 
tive to the scent which her taper fingers had 
gained by patting the well bred, fendng 
horse. ' ^^ Alas !" thought I, '^^ this; young 
rake has made his impression l'^ Lady Mary 
has a fine fortune^ and I am sorry to see ber 
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thus dazcled by this compaond of trinketd 
and of costnetiGs, . who, deeply iavolved ift 
his circiiiastances, will, in a short time, 
squander a great part of her property. But 
Mr. Millefleurs is a complete Merodlkux ; 
and that is quite enough for my volatile 
friend. ' . 

Looking alRer him for a half minute^ ^o 
perceived a group of women in the very 
last Parisian fashipns. <^ There," said she, 
^' there is all that taffeta, feathers, . flower% 
and lace ^n do; and yet you see by tlieir 
loud talking, and their mauvais ton^ by their 
being unattended by a servant, and by the 
bit of straw adhering to the petticoat of one 
of them, that they have come all the way from 
Fleet Street or Ludgate Hill in a hackney 
coach,' and are now trying to play the women 
of fashion. See the awkward would-be-beau, 
too, in a coat on for the first time, and boots 
which have never crossed a horse/' 
. Mrs. Marvellous now drew up close to usk 

• • • 

<< My^ dear Lady Mary," said she, "I am 
suffocated with dust, and am sickened with 
YBlgarity ; but, to be sure^ we have ev^ry 
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tbing in London here, from the Ho^se: ai 
Peers to Waterloo bouse/ and tbe' inbi^ir 
tahts of tbe catch-penny cbeap shdps fttt over 
the town. I must tell you i&bout tbie- trml^ 
and about Lady Barbara's mortification^, and 
^bout poor Mrs. O; — 's being arrested, and 
'th6, mMnigbt flight- to the continent of our. 
poor Dandy -—<^9 who arrived in aa open 
boat, our . borough member ruined, his wife 
'exposed, strong suspicions about the diil^ 
4r^n, young Willoughby called out, thought 
slack, pretended that he could qot get a 
second; Lavender upon the ground-^all a 
koax.'* 

« Here she lacerated the reputation of almost 
all her acquaintance, and I perceived ' that 
to this part of her conversation the serving 
Bienr atta<)hed to both carriages were most 
particukriy attentive. When she drove oS^ 
I observed to Lady Mary, that ^^ I thought 
people of quality were not sufficiently cau* 
tious of speaking before their servat)t|t,a&d 
that they owed to themsdves and to potiie 
society more care in tfaia particular/' She 
gave? a slight toss wilh her. bead, and said^ 
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<^ Oh ! they know nothing about amours and 
high life; they can't understand our convert 
fiation." I was, however, quite of a diflb* 
i«nt opinion, in which I was afterwards stiil 
more confirmed. • • ^ 

Our Exquisite bow came up to the car* 
riage ^a second time, with ' some Coneert 
tickets which he wished my fitir friend to 
take; and he looked, as modi as to say^ 
^^ Thou art a happy dog, old gentlemao T' 
A telegraphic signal passed, and he said to 
me, ^^ I' just met Sir Peter Panemar the 
Nabob, and he swears that there is the most 
beautiful Spanish woman that ever looked 
through a v.eil^ this moment gone into the 
garden. It is said, by the by, that she Jc 
protected by a certain peer; but I believe her 
to be a rich diamond mercfcant'aw wife : the 
whole Park is^in a blaze about her.V I am a 
great amateur, I confess. A, lovely picture 
is worthy contemplating ; but my designs ge 
no further. I suspected, however, that this 
was an adroit manceuvre to get rid of me for 
a time. I thq;|ffore requt^ed permise^ioii t^ 
alight for the purpQ^jj^^ looking into tbf^ 
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garden. Tfai» was cheerfully agreefi to; 
and Lady Mary promised to wait until I had 
feasted my eyes on the ftscinating Incognita* 
The happy swain then offered to take ray 
place until I returned; and this arrange* 
ment seemed to please all three. Our Ex* 
quisite entangled bis spur in her Ladyship's 
flounces ; but it did not discompose her in the 
least. I recommended chetaux de ftise in 
future, at which she laughed; aind the step 
was let down fbr me. 

Arrived in the gardens, I sought la beUu 
senotaAii Vain ; ajid am now uncertain whe« 
ther I was hoaxed or not, although oiir 
jExquisite most sdemnly protested that the 
Nabob had seen her. I sat down fbr a mo» 
ment on the low wall ; and heard the- scanda|» 
of the Irreri^d tribe. ^' How does your coat 
fit you, Sir Jerry V^ cried one fi>ot«ian to 
another: <^ You'll only have to try it oik 
I once lived witk%jour old mistress, who was 
determined that 1 should not eat the bread 
of idleness; for I neter got a moment'^ 
«no«.me.t whilst I wa. In Lrservie.;. ISbe 
tracks the tardfmon«y; measures out her 
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j)r6vbions like a bip-cheese pursef of a inaB 
of /war; notes down ^everj things in her.Jjd — d 
account book '; and if jou can make ^ guineii 
besides your wages, I'll allow jou to eat me 
roasted : but you^U not be long there, though 
the old man i» a good-natured fool enough, 
deaf and drunken » snuffy, but nerer out of 
leoiper." Much more was added ; but this 
was quite enoughfor :me. Another scoundrel 
insinuated spmethilig concerning a fellowrser- 
rant of his and one of high rank, which sUr 
most induced me to cane him. 

At my return to the carriage, \ delicately 
fiinted a part of what I had heard ; but it 
Juud no effect : neither bad the tearing of the 
lace flounce, nor the. want of principle of 
the young four-in-hand budc: all seemed to 
pass with her ladyship as matters of course 
in high life. And yet she. is yirtuoys, priv: 
dent, and well principled^; hut she is far 
gone, as Mrs. Marvellous c^Us it, and I ana 
sorry for it. 

. Five o'clock now 'called us to dress, and a 

.;V-v^rd . succession of company arrived, who 

ijdl appeared to have 4ined, and oa whoset 
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cheeks set the flush of punch and other 
strong liquors. In these groups were chil- 
dren drawn by dogs, or by their papas, in 
little chairs ; others in arms ; fat landladies, 
tall strapping wives and tame submissive 
husbands — the emblems of domestic drill and 
of petticoat subordination. Every insect of 
feshion flew off on fancy's wing at the appear- 
ance of k tiers itat. 

And now commenced the pleasures and 
the labours of the toilette, which I leave my 
fair friend to indulge in, convinced at the 
same time qu^elle aura des distractions. 

The Hbrmit in Lonbokv 
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ON THK RAGE FOR IMITATING 



FOREIGN MANNERS. 




Why» U Dot tlu« a lamentable thing, Grandtiie, that we akguM 
be ihtts «0icted with tbesf Strang^ fl^i^,. tIjKpe ;fa#lbii-inon#rf^ these 
pardon.mta* who stand so much on the new forms, that they cannot 
sit at ease on the old bench I O, their boos, th#4r bona I .. 

BOMBO AND JUUET. 
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ON THE RAGE FOR IMITATING 
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What can an Engltehman gain by being 
inietaken fof' a foreigner ? WfaaJ: can he pro* 
po6e to hhnsdlf^ at borne, fay showing off 
foreign conceit, foreign affectation, asd fi> 
reign grimace ? Why, be expects, thereby^ to 
gain the reputation of a travelled^ and con«* 
6equently a highly informed mam The 
grounds however of such a reputation are to 
be obtained ^vithoiit the gesticulations of 
mountebanks, without making our conversa- 
tion an olio of all kinds of languages and 
qittrtations, and even without assuming a 
foreign acc«it, a foreign air, or, rather I 
should say, foreign airs., 

A scholar, whose mind is lilted with 
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classic and scieatific . lore^ . is scQuted in 
polished circles^ if he frciquenQj indulge 
himself in Greek or Latin quotations* You 
maj saj, it is because he is not understood 
by the majority of the company. , Not at 
all: it is to be presumed that the majority 
do understand him; but it is because he is 
not understood by all. By the ladies, for in* 
stance ; and by the less classically educated 
among the gentlemen. For the very ^me 
'teason is an interlarding, of foreign liyipg 
languages equally oflfensive. SotoQ of th^ 
circle may not understand y^u. Que noble* 
man speaks French, but not Spanisli; fUi-« 
other understands SfMUiish, but not German i 
a lady -speaks French and Italian^ but neu 
iher understands Spanish, Portuguese, iior. 
German; whilst the language which th^ 
impertinent CQxcomb wishes ta show off iii, 
is precisely the one not understood; and 
«ot unfrequently, it is selected for that very 
purpose; the speaker having, jast senses 
enough to be conscious of the . fthallowa^ of 
his acquirements, even of those he is most 
aosiotts to di^ay. 

f 
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"When ibi^ign languages are spoken, or evea 
Berapd of tbem interpolated in English con- 
Yersation, with the view of fedlitating our 
intercourse with a foreigner, the object is 
amiable and praiseworthy*; but when such 
conduct is adopted, merely for the purpose 
of assuming something above the circle in 
which we then moye, or with the view of 
showing the company how much we khow^ 
it is truly unworthy of a gentleman ; and it 
appeiirs x^ohtemptible ;to a scholar and a 
viaiir of* taste, whether he ui^derstand the 
ofiected prattler or not; To communicate 
our ideas, it is necessary to be understood; 
but to show off tliese strange and silly airs, 
the very reverse is desirable; and the non« 
intelligent has the best of the bargain, by 
losiilkg some flimsy quotation, or some trite 
foreign trash, in the way of quaint saying 
tiT common-place remark. At the close of 
the conlinentar war, nothing could be more 
ludicrous than our military foplinga masque- 
raded into the dress, the language^ and the 
deportment of foreigners; and, what was 
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have been the wisest and the faiost beneficial 
of all. This dashing character would tire 
you to death with the shredwork of conti« 
nental languages, and with military ma- 
neeuvres, from the advance, of the army 
getting engaged, to the taking up of a new 
position^ and there bivouacking all night ; so. 
that his hearers heartily wished hiin to re- 
main in that situation, or to join the reserve^ 
of which he seemed to stand mu^h in tie;ed. -' 
But not to the brave defenders of. pur 
country,, however coxcombical, are these 
failings alone to be attributed : our, nbbiUty 
and men of fortune and fashion are equally 
culpable in this respect. An Irish E!arl/ 
now DO more, returned from his continmlal 
tpur perfectly unintelligible. He would ask 
yo»9 tn broken English, if he made himself 
undei^tood by you ; and he never framed a 
sentence that was qot at least half French; 
A certain Marquis has the very air, accent, 
appearance, and expression of an Italian ^ 
and he marshals his foreign servants hfS^^* 
yoo, merely to show you how much he is 
above being an Englishman. Some, and 
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Very illustrious personages too, are so Ger- 
7nanizedj that you are in danger of forgetting 
tbat.tbey drew (heir first breath in this coqn- 
try ; and thus they lose some portion of the 
national attachment which, but for their 
disguise, would every where fall to their 
share. 

• Then' we have women all a la mode de 
PartV-^all broken sentences of French and 
£nglish ; all shrug, humpback, stooped 
Moulders, quick short step^ and quadrille 
anticks. These ladies iife quite ]^roud of 
having breathed the ait of Paificf ; aod unless 
f^ cian talk i^iXh^ them on the Tbuilleries 
and the Champs Elis^es, on the Parisian 
promenades, theatres, and performers, — if 
you "have not every moment Mademoiselle 
If ars, Messieurs Talnia, Yestris, Gardel and 
B^aupr^, Mesdames Glotilde and Cbenigny^ 
the singers Lays, Derinis Lavigne, Madame 
Amand, and all the corps du Th^tre Fran- 
the corps d'Opdra, and the corps de 
f, they turn their backs on you, and 
^you as a rustic— as a siipek^annuated 
K^^, or an oltra-tramontahe. 
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A few weeks trip over the water quit^ 
metamorphoses our youth of both sexesr^ 
giving them a most usurped and unjust su- 
periority, and unfitting them for home and 
British society. These individuals also herd 
together, form waltz and quadrille parties^ 
and imagine that they have a right to be 
leaders of feshion and models of taste; 
whilst their dress is ungraceful, their man** 
ners extravagant, their language imperfect^, 
their morals ofien impaired^ their talents 
generally confined, and their conduct always 
ridiculous. 

One would imagine that the English lan^ 
guage would be quite rich and various 
enough to express our thoughts, without 
interlarding it with any other ibrms of 
speech ; yet our Insipids and Exquisites^ our 
unintelligible belles and pert half-educated 
misses cannot explain themselves wiil/)U<; 
^^ the foreign aid of ornaibent ;" and there-* 
fore they inform us that, in spite of d^tU 
and such an occurrence, they preserved their 
sang firaid; that they treated the afiair nith 
the utmost nonchalance; that it wa& ^ 
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affairs du cmuff or^ unc affaire de goiit. If 
asked how they will act, they will faire lew 
possible^ or, faire V impossible (which by the 
by they wish to do), with a million q{ other 
hacknied French phrases, that do not ex- 
press the object alluded to one jot better 
than plain English would do. 

Add to thes^ things the ah bahsl the 
tout au contrairesy the point du touts, and a 
few more . phrases of this, kind, with the 
starts and the shrugs, the elevations of 
shoulders, the shakings of heads, the writh- 
logs, the convulsions, and the puppet-show 
tricks of features, and you will have the 
whole language and manoeuvres of the 
p^udo-learned and accomplished ones who 
have introduced foreign nianners into our 
native soil. 

Tbe mistakes, too, which they make, are 
additional proofs of a . want of judgment. 
Why ^i)SS the ^Venchman add such .stage** 
eflS^ to bis words? Becattse he^diUll^t^. 
iimt ^ simple matter of fact will ba 
ecedited by you^ x>r because^ his impa<% 
timice and volatility bring into action all his. 
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resources at the same motiaent ; or he* 
cause, voluptuous and intriguing, Madaoie 
brings language, eyes, gestures, and limbs 
into play, as if she were bringing all her 
artillery to bear upon the enemy at once ; 
or, finally, because both wish to deceive you, 
to divide your attention, and find this pow- 
erful diversion quite necessary^ 
.'. In hot countries^ speeeh is often abridgei), 
and action .becomes its ailxiliary : • and for 
this i reason a Neapolitan, for instance, is a 
complete player at pantomiiiie. The foreigner 
adds telegraphic and pantomimic signs to 
imperfect and almost Unintelligible language : 
i&nA yet John Bull, who must be undei%too^ 
ily a countryman, thinks the imitation of ,thi$^ 
dmart, welUbred, and &shionable. Italiai) 
and other foreign perfi^rmers writhe and 
contort their figures^ in order to give effi^t 
to their fine cadences ad libitum ; and tliere>-' 
tore a boarding-school miss .^aRflot sing a 
commoa English ballad, without droojiing^ 
over the keys of her piano, bowkig alnl 
waving about, giving her eyes a dia-way 
expression, and practising a thousluid little 
affected fooleries. 
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It' is* objected to the English^ tbat tbey 
ba¥e a want of action and of expression in 
fbnvc^rsation, — ^a want of plaj of counte- 
nance, and of elegance of attitude ; but tbis 
1 deny. If you go into the higher circles^ 
the fact does not exist'. Where do you find 
persons of family, and of high polish, ad* 
dress you with if Aetr. ftocA: turned to you, with 
thehr arms folded acrdas, or their bands in 
their' pockets? Where is the* inquirer irf 
genteel life, who asks .the question witliont 
an inclination of, the ..head? or (if a* lady 
in particular) without a gracious and grace- 
foL? siiiile ? Does a gentleman speak to you 
with' averted eye, stem countenance, or 
surly gloom ? Do we not assume respect 
wheii; addressing the higher dignitaries of 
the state? And is there any well educated 
man who does' not adapt his countenance 
and. demeanour, to bis company, and to the 
subject and situation of the time, wiAout 
fijiding any dislocation of muscles, any con* 
vulsion of limbs, any broad stare of the eye, 
or .violent diaguise of the oouqtenance, at all 
necessary ? 
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Dignity and composure, wifh a Imk of 
mind and an air of reflection, best befit oa» 
national cbaracter. The &irer sex bas a . 
natural softness, serenity, and gentleness of 
expression and deportment. When we de^ 
part from these, we lose by the exchange^ 
and we accept of- the counterfeit in retora 
for the steding material. But whilst these 
are national characteristics, there is no need 
for the male to appear all coldness, stoicism^ 
and apathy, nor for the female to have that 
look of a dreaming sheep, un mouton qui rive^ 
wbicb our impertinent neighbour has be- 
stowed upon her. In our language aIsoy>if 
a dispassionate judge do but visit our higher 
circles, he will find it chaste, classical, ex-* 
pressive, and correct : so much so, that a 
person must possess no patriotism, who finds 
k requisite to borrow, either in gesture or in 
diction, from any other country; and, if 
he do wish to improve the former, it can 
alone be efiected by consulting, not the French 
and Italian living models, but the Greek and 
Roman immortal ones, whicl^ still li?e in tibe 
aiatues of antiquity. 
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I cannot conclude without mentioning the 
4atolerable affectation (it is too mild a term) 
of a certain Exquisite, who is the most con- 
ceitedjpiece of English manufacture, dis- 
guised and varnished over with plaster of 
Paris, and other materials, that I ever knew. 
He asserts, that not one Englishman in a 
thousand knows how to take a pinch of snuff 
like a gentleman! and that it takes twelve 
iponths to learn this art ! yet he has contrived 
to Acquire this useful aud ornamental accom- 
plishment in about one-twelfth of the «time ! 
He Iqaj think himself an object of universal 
admiration, on account of the polish he has 
gained by bis travels, but 1 cail assure him 
he is ontj one of contemptuoiis pity tp , 

The Hebmit in London* 
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Tatto il mcrito niOi tutto I'onore 

Tun gU aurati color. PIGNOTTI. 



————————— for he made me mad. 

To see him shine lo brisk, aimI smell so sweet. 
And talk so tike ft wftltiitg genllewMBan. 



SHAKBSPBARE. 
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ON 

GUARD FOR THE FIRST TIME. 



^^ HopVMAN,* wake me at six o'clock to- 
morrow morning, or I ghall never be in time 
for guard (pronounced affectedly gardiy^ 
and I say, (in a slow conceited tone) but let 
me baye the last boots which Hoby made me 

— not the Wellington's, nor the dress 

boots, Bor uiy of the six pair in the closet, 
Bor the iron heeled ones, but the last ones 
with copper heels ; — and I say, be sure io 
use the blacking made after Lord R— — -'s 
receipt, which comes to so much money, that 
which has marasquina in it, and oil of laven- 
der, and about twenty other things, and has 



* HopfmaD^ a German ralet deebambre* 
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Bueh a superior polish ; and I say, fetch 
home my regimental jacket from Scott ; — 
and I say, see that it is well padded on the 
breast, which gives a martial air, and well 
stuffed on the shoulders, so as to give me my 
natural look of strength ;^^and'I say, lay.out 
the pantaloons which were made bj^ the Ger- 
man soldier under the [Atronage of the Prince 
Vanstinkerstein, — not those made by the 
leather-breeches-maker, nor anj whatever 
ma4e by. ibj three English tailors : and I say^' 
put two handkerchiefs in my- regimental jack^V 
one' of cambric and one o( my Barcelonas.;^— 
an4 i say, ..perfume them w.ell, and M me* 
have my gold; snuffl^ox with the sleeping 
beauty on it, which the Italian took me* i^ 
f<Mr so; — not the gold embossed one, nor 
the gold engine-turned, nor the gold aritique^ 
box, Qor the silver gilt, nor the one wbich"" 
I . bought at the Palais Royal ;— and I 
say,' order my tilbury to take me down: 
to the gard^ for I shalt otherwise get my ' 
boots dusty, and might be -run agsiinst by- 
some coal-porter or sweep, and have my 
^. French scarlet cloth soiled/ besides one looks 
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heated and fludtered after a long walk Jcom 
Harley Street to the Parade^ instead of 
coming cool into the field ^ -7- and I , Bny^ 
Vn wear the twenty-guinea gold chain 
. round my neck with niy quizzing-gUss; and 
you niu9t bring ^ down my silk nightgown 
and Turkish embroidered slippers, in order 
to astonish the weak minds of mes camaradcs ; 
and I must have my backgammon board 
pour passer le ^ms^ and my poodle dog to 
f)Iay with; and you may take .a coacfat and 
bring my violoncello with you, and my writ-* 
ing^esk, that I nftay write billet-doux in 
ordfT Ip sdftea the hardships of war; . — and 
I aay, I mtisiV hkVe thd eedar box of cigars, 
B|y gold cigar tube, my German bag^/some 
scented tobacco, and my Scume Me mer ^pe ; 
'twill pass an hour, and it looks so soldier^ 
like to smoke on gard; ^r- and I say, I must 
Iiavea<cambriccAeim5e with the collar highly 
starched for dressing time — one of those 
that look like winkers, and you may bring 
the other regimiental jacket— either the 0110 
made by Scott, so nicely pigeon4aited, or 
^t Bmd0 by Weston ^ and I mu^t hotye my 
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musical snuff-box for dinner; ycm tHII put 
Prince's mixture in it^ and Ugh driied in the 
other; and you'll bring mj lig^t morocco 
boots for dinner^ with soles as thin as a wafer ; 
•**iind I say, I shallfbegin to drops at five or 
h^ after, for it is too warm to. harry opeself ; 
and I must have my hair brushes, and my 
ra8sol>s^ (for which he had very littlp use), and 
damask napkins, and rose-water for my eyes^ 
and all my soaps, and some white wax for my. 
nails, and all my paraphernalia set in gold, 
with my crest on each article, in noy best 
dressing-case ; — and I say, — ■^— " (Senrant) 
" Meinheer?" " Nothing; you njay go 
away now ; but be sure to awaken me at 6i:i;.< 
What a bore gord is ! " 

Thus ended the colloquy betwixt a young 
cousin of mine and his servant; and although 
he called being on gar d^ a bore," yet he was. 
ddighted with this d^but, and quite c^tivateS 
with^^ all the pomp and circmnstance of war.'^ 
Thus mounted he bis first gunrd, and gave 
me the following account of the manner ia 
which he spent his time. ' 

<^ J walked up and down St. James's Stiseet 
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and Pall Mall forty-four times ; sent nay 
servant home for my stop-watch, and made a 
calculation of the time which it took to go 
from Hoby's coi*ner to the St. James's ; looked 
in at Parslow% and lost some money at 
billiards ; my hand shook Hke h-«-li ; but I 
drank some Cura9oa9 and took three ic^lt 
Afterwards to cool myself 5 spoke to two- 
and-twenty pretty women, and bowed to 
Atly carriages, by which I got a stiff neck * 
hung on to Lady Mary's carriage ikcihg 
White's for just twenty minutes, and was 
enyied by the whole street;; played a tune 
6n iny violencello, and amused myself a 
whole hour by my repeater, in teaching my 
poodle to do his exercise with a cane and to 
stnoke^ a pipe, thus fitting him for a military 
Uife ; read the racing calendar, and a table of 
odds at betting; looked into the Horse** 
Guards and found a rascal dunning my friend 
Bellamour; kic^y^the fellow down stairs, 
and* took a hit at backgammon ; treated my 
brother officers on gari with some liqueurs ; 
dined, got half-and-half, looked in at some 
gambling shops^ came off mintii tes guineaa 
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— ^laekj enough! for at one tine I wasroui a 
hundred; met Lord Sooierfield and Dick 
Dandy in the hands of the watchmen ; dreir 
my 8 word like a man, and put the ragga« 
muffins to flight; saw^the aan^rise in St; 
James's Park^^-beautifnl, by Jove !- wrote 'a 
.dozen billet-doux, and made as man}- ap- 
pointments, not half of which I shall keep; 
Mvouacked (very like bivouacking!) for* an 
hour on three chairs; smoked a pipe whi<^ 
did not agree with me ; was relieved, (by the 
guard be it understood ;> came home and slept 
4intil dinner-time.-*' 

it wiU be unnecessary to comment on iho 
useful life of my young cousin^ nor on' the 
active nature of his- services.. He is^ bow** 
ever, very youngs very good hearted, bot^ 
unfortunately for him, very vain and vefrjif 
handsome. I have often done ' every thing 
in my power to break bim of being such a 
puppy; but it is all in ^^. He holds llie 
last generation very cheap mde^, and Uugfai 
at the old school, and at myself iis much as 
at any of them. .. ♦ .? 

I endettvonred ' to point out to Urn liow. 
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Mle such a divisioa of time was, and that 
even on* guard a »an might do something 
nseful and ornamental ; that he might read 
improving books in and out of his profession, 
draw, play on 90iiie instrument, and lelmi 
languages; and. that tactics, - histories of 
campaigns, and mathematics, would be most 
exemplary lessons for these occas^ious. Biit' 
my exquisite cousin seemed to think that 
^< all that" was impossible in London, and 
. fiir^beneath a* Gardsman; adding that tte 
XSeards -behaved as well in the field as any 
meu^ that it was time enough to study when 
a man was going on actual service, and tha^ 
he was as well pleased'with Iiis first- gard as if 
he ba^ returned home covered with glory. 

He considered himself as now completely 
launched into bigb -life, and ashavlag 
received the last stamp 'of fiisbion by being 
an'^fficer in the ^Lnards. He assured taae, 
' that h« was considered as a very hopeful 
. recruit — as a very prime fellow, by his 
brother oflkers ; they said that be had nothing 
ef 4he fresh man— -of the greenb^rn^ about 
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hioi) and fhat he was as mneh ihe thing ^j^ 
if he had been a redcoat of a twelvemonth. 
He, farthermore, informed * me that hid 
liqueurs were very much adiQired, — that he 
bad been offered a poiiy for his Germaa 
pipe, which cost him sixty guineas from the 
&mouB . Mr. Hudson, and was a splendid 
article, — that he had had fifty guineas bid for 
his musical snuffbox,-*-that he had given a 
dozen receipts for his superior blacking^—%,« 
that his taste was generally admired, — thaf 
Poodle was considered as very little inferior 
to le Chien MumtOy — ^and that he had re- 
ceived a score of invitations, and Was to be 
V propos<^ as a member of all the best clubs ia 
- town. The plain English of all this is, that 
^«. my. poor cousil^ is newly enlisted under 
X^ . Fashion's banner, is a recruit or pleasure,*-^ 
/ ^ an aspirant of sensuality, — that he is about 
\ to become the dupe of gambles, and«ihe 
imitator of the g^eat,— that his moderate 
^ fortune is marked down for a finish, — and 
l^t he is Y>n the high road to ruin. ^ The 
pea<» is aa unlucky ^circumstance for him^ 
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sincaactual service and going abroad, years 
and experience, would be- the onljr cure for 
his fasbion-fever — the only check to his ex- 
travagance, for he pays no regard to the 
lectures of 

The Hermit in (ipndon. 
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Anor et melle et feUe est fecoiuUfsimus. PLAUTU8. 

Sed, dam abeit, quod avemotf id exuperare videtur cmttn $ post 
«littd» qaum contigit, illud avemus. LUCRBTIU8. 

Such is the common process of ^atr'iage. A youth or maiden meet- 
ing by chance, or brought together by artificci exchange glances, reci> 
procate civiUties, go home and dream of one another. They marry $ 
and discofer what nothing but voluntary blindness had before concealed : 
they wear out life' in alteitations, and charge.nature ^th cruelty. 

DiU JOKNSOK. 

I 

/ 
Loivc is a smoke raised with a fume of sif^s. 

Being purged, a fire sparkling in loTers' eyes; 

Being vexed, a sea nourished with lOf ers* tears : 

What is it else ?— A madness most discreet, 

A choking gall, and a preserring^weet. 

' ROMBO ATO) JULIBT. 
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Savntering tip Majr«Fair/ I ]^ereeiv6d a 
name on a door which reminded, toe of ait 
acquaintance whom 1 had not sera for five 
years. At that period he was at Weymouth, 
where a very lovely girl (I shall call her Ca- 
roling) also was, with her family, for the 
purpose of sea-bathing. Venus, when she 
rose from the wave (I must choose a meta* 
phor suited to the sce^ne), could not shine 
brighter in youth and in beauty's pride than 
«he. 

My friend, who now Hves in May-Fair, wa& 
deeply enamoured of her, and committed 
imore extravagancies in the way of cburtshqp 
than ever I had beard of before. J9i^ would 
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pass half the night under her window^ sere^ 
nade her^ write verses on her, sit alone at a 
ball unless he danced with her: he would 
fire with rage when any male accosted her; 
and 1 actually saw tears in his eyes on her 
standing op to danee with a handsome joung 
naval oflSicer. He must have written,. I sup- 
pose, about a ream of paper in billets doux ; 
and he fought two duels on her account. 

Caroline w«s not much less romantic and 
impassioned t|an himself* She used io. pmss 
^.hole days in hisi society^ w^Ikiog 9Bd 
jrambliiag together ; she w-ope bis pictura 
concealed; bad eveiy tbing marK^^d. witb 
Jussbair; wrote to him daily? although abef 
fmt twice in that dity ; and rc»dere4 herself 
/conspicuous as big amanie to the whoW 
town. His &therj whp b^d a very large 
fortune, was averse tp h^ maKTying a fk>or 
baronet'« daughter who n^ftde ope ;Of five 
children ; and the opposition on this occa;Mcm 
added iBtreogth to their jSame. Restrnint and 
fuTobibition form tbe fuel of love, and grealty 
inerease tbe i^om^Uftion. I was made tbe 
mutual confident (^' the fovth and of tbe 
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lovely maid, and was entrusted ae a tnediator 
between the two families. 

Mj friend assured his fiither that be would 
compiit suicide if he was not allowed to 
marry the girl of his heart; and Caroline 
inade a vow of perpetual celibacy if she wer^ 
not to have the youth of her choice>*-^ 
adding^ that ^^ the thread of life could not tM 
veiylong) since her heart must break wMh^ 
out him/' 

The affrighted parents consented to the 
inaiclr, and the happy ooupile were united in 
Hymen's bonds. They started in a chma 
and fottr for Devonshire, there to paAs the 
honey«rooon. On their road they wrote me 
a joint letter, in which they called me ^ their 
more than father, their best of friends the 
author of theii* felicity, and one for whom 
they never could do half enough." 

At this juncture the bride #aa sixteen 
and thie brid^room about two and twenty. 
Since then the father of the latter has paid 
the debt of nature, and left bis son in pos- 
session of a very fine fortanc, the only thing 
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necessary, to. the young couple's unequalled 
felicity. 

' How they lost sight of me, their more 
than father, I am at a loss to account for ; 
but I believe that they spent nearly a twelve- 
month imparadised in each other's aoft so- 
ciety in > Devonshire^ and were three years 
on the continent. I had heard* that, fortune 
bad.bl^ss^.d them with. a faipiiy ; and 1 anii* 
cipated a most interesting and happy meet- 

ioi(. ' : 

. The servant who opened the dodr bad ' 
lived with his master fer ; ten. years, and im-^ 
m^tately recognized me. '' My master and 
mistress will be delighted to see you, Sir,'! 
extlatmed be, on beholding- me, and fiiew up 
stairs, hiaeyes beaming with joy to announce 

,me^ ' 

. I found the enamoured pair '-eeated on 
each side jof a Pembridie table ; the lady was 
drawing a pattern for an embroidered flounce, 
and the husband had his elbow 'on the 
newspaper and was perusing a number of 
accounts. 
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Five years bad gtven^ maturity and fulness 
of beauty to Caroline ; nor had tbat period 
made, any; material alteration in her spousey 
who was, and is, a handsome man. Bat the 
cast of features of each was vbi^y altered. 
Hers us^d to be by turns^ the sportive^ the 
lively, the frolicksom^, the arch,: the tender^ 
and the impassioned: it was now the wholly 
tod solely pensive and interesting. Once it 
Inspired desire and admiration : now it called 
forth sympathy and regret. His were the 
features of devotion,, of enthusiasm, .of fu- 
rious and of uncontrolled love : now they 
were, the outlines of asperity, discontent, 
satiety and disgust. What a change ! What 
could all'this mean ! 

At ber knee stood a child of three years 
old, playing with soaie flowers; and at a 
looking-glass \tas another in a nursfiV arms, 
archly admiring itself in the mirror, and 
slapping its reflection with its chubby little 
hand. 

" Of all people in the world, our old 

friend -i ," exclaimed the h^^aod, .in an 

adagio tone of more gentle surprise than 
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lively exaltation. ^' How do you do ?" said 
Caroline, tising hastily, and shaking; me hy 
the band;' whilftt her eye was momentarily 
lit Up, her colour came and went, and her lip 
quivered, as if straggling with soma inward 
feeling t ^^ I am very glad to se^ yoo/' eon* 
Untied" slid f biti the joy was a moderate 
movMieiit* 

^ H«re you sea me/' rasnmed the husbaiid^ 
^ quite an old married man, with the cares of 
the world, and a. parcel of brats about me; 
I bftve two besidej» these Articles." ^ Ar^ 
tieles ! said I $ most lovely creatures," kissing 
the bead of the one nearest to the taUe $ 
'^ I think I never s^w two finer children.^* 
'^ He does not think so,'' observed Caroline, 
laying such a stress on the word he as 6igni« 
fied he alone ungrHteful !.. ^< No," replied he; 
" if my friend knew how noisy, how perverse^ 
and bow troublesome they were, he would bo 
of my opinion*"' ^< The more like a certain 
person," retorted Caroline. 

Here the youngest of tbe children broke 
an ejspensive mirror jvith a key. '' D«-— <^a 
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Ae -diild," angrily exclaimed the bssband ; 
** ibe is fttwajrs Aoiag some iDischief. Tak6' 
her oat, narse." At this unlscky moment a 
Sudden Trbirl about of the little boy Henry, 
attracted by the fracture of die looking' 
glass, caused him to knock over the ink- 
stand, and to dye the papftn, the table, and 
A trbite cambric pocket-handkcrchier. " Take 
this little devil out, too ; " roared he out to 
the servant. " And me with hiro," inter- 
rupted Caroline. " Wbtft a monster you 
are- to curse your children ! A wonder it is 
that yon do not throw us aH out of the 
window ! ! ! " 

Here she burst into tears ; and turning to 
me, said, ." I beg yoor pardon for thus re- 
ceiving you after so many years separation ; 
but it is not my fault. You once knew me 
happy : now I am the reverse. Some men 
do not deserve to have fine children, butc- 
her speech tailed here, and she left the room. 

I coald not help reproachiftg her huBband 
with my eyes, and saying, in a sterner tone' 
than I am wont to ose, " Srr, I am eorrv for 
all this." He perfeefly undcratDod 
s 5 
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and, looking confused and chagrined, replied^ 
<^ Faith, and so am I, my good friend ; I am 
sorry that I d— d the child; the idea was 
furthest from my heart ; believe me'' ( assum** 
4ng a mild strain, and laying his hand oa my 
arm) " that I love .my children ; aye" (the 
tbne was doubtful) ^' and my wife too ; but 
they are so troublesome, and she is so extra- 
vagant and fond of pleasure, that it almost 
turns mj brain.* Look at all these bills/' 
^^ And you^'' observed I, in a half kind, half 
angry tone,. " are so hasty that you drive Ca- 
roline from your presence, and from your 
confidence, to'^ek for amusement elsewhere : 
pleasures are expensive f and thus do love, 
time, confidence, and money melt away to- 
gether. But^" (changing the subject) '^ how 
long have you been in town? where is your 
wife's family ? " with many other trivial in- 
quiries unnecessary to mention; 

I then took occasion to praise Caroline's 
wofk, and to observe^ a second time, what 
lovelj children his were. *^ The work," said 
he, '' is well enough^ but she thinks of nothing 
else* Her dress-makers, her milliners^ and 
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her lace-merchants ruin me. When a maa*' 
(continued he in a preaching tone) ^^ marries 
beauty only, he weds a .shadow instead of a 
substance^ and" — I was out of patience with 
him : so I looked at my watch and departed ; 
observing, that I hoped that he would, by 
kindness, remove the harsh impression which 
must now be on his lady's mind, and that 
when- next we met, all would be harmony and 
happiness. 

I saw through the whole business. The 
possession of an assemtflage of charms had 
been the only object of this Orlando Furibso 
in love ; novelty was passed, and his natural 
bad temper had resumed its sway. His wife 
was weak, and easily captivated by dress aud 
paraphernalia ; and she had no kind mentor, 
no indulgent partner^ to disengage her from 
pleasure's chain and to «win her over to a 
matroQ-like liib. If any thing had been want- 
ing to dissuade me from matrimony, this so^i^ 
would have done it. " 
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Strenoa nos exercet inertia. HORAT. 
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Whom call wc gay } that honour has been long 

The boaat of. mere pretenders to the name. COWPEB. 
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THE FATIGUE OF PLEASURE. 



I WAS at Lady Modish's rout the other 
night. Just as I was leaving the principal 
drawing-room I met Mr. Bellamont. ^' I 
shall be glad when it is over^" said he ; ^f but 
do just let me pass you; I merely want to 
make my bow to her ladyship, that she and 
the whole town may know that I have been 
here. I shall see myself in the long list in 
the morning papers to-morrow^ provided I 
just mdke my appearance, for I shall not 
stay two minutes. lam jaded to death. It 
is now two in the morning ; and this is the 
fourth squeeze which I have been at.^ But 
pray where is her ladyship ? I pointed her 
out to bim» He looked as pale as a ghost ^ 
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and seemed so tired, that he could scarcely 
walk up the great t^taircase. 

Her ladyship was near the euibr^ure of a 
door; just planted so that each person might 
pass her. She made the same curtesy, the 
same smile, and nearly the same speech to 

every one, namely, " • — you look so 

well that I don't ask you how you do ; but 
an't you late ? , will you go into the card- 
room, or take a peep at the waltzers ? " This 
I heard about forty times. . She was extreme^ 
ly heated ; and, after statiding four hcratts^ 
was ready to drop with fatigue. The vety 
exercise of fenning herself became a labour 
to her, and lost ils designed effect. Sher 
continued receiring eompany from eleven 
o'clock at night until four in the morning. I 
inquired after her the next day, and fodnd 
that ^ was oonfrned to her bed. 

I myself went home in a fevef ; for 1 got 
jammed in betwixt two rows of honbtrrables 
and right honourables ; and in the morning 
I found mydelf nearly deaf f^om the hut of 
the company^ and the continuous thundering 
sound of thfe knocker at the door. The an- 
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notfneing and repealing serraots too were 
hoarse, and, at last, were scarcely audtUe, 
from cdlliof the named of ao many votaries 
of fashion and movers in bi||;h life. Many 

^ of the ladi^ fainted away from thci heat of 
the rooms; and Lord Cknrpnlent told me, 
that hig sides wer% black and blue from the 
elbows of the company, and that he never 
got further than the second apartment the 
whole night. 

Many visitors did not even see Lady > • , 

whose siae is none of the greatest ; and the 
sole object of most of the party was, to hav^ 
it to say that they had been there, and to 

^ap|>ear in the columns of the fashionable 
journals. It was in the newspapers, more 
than in her ladyship's ^lendid house, that 
her BUmeroiis quality friends wished to be 
seen. And yet this is pleasure 1 To go 
Iran one house to another after midnight I 
to be ready to faint with the heeit of one 
party, and to be squeezed to a jelly in ano* 
tber ! here to have a sight of the Prince, and 
there to make your bow, and to repeat one 
aingle common-pkee sentence to her lady<» 
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ship or to her grace I to hav4 the triiimphr of 
aoBwering in the affirmative, if asked if you 
have been to such a &shiofiable halleV ^^ At 
Home/l and to 1)e put down with all the 
w(^d, who, you are told by a lisping' miss 
or a chattering countess, was at such or aoeh 
a one^s splendid party ! buf, above all^ to get 
into the newspaper, and thereby: to get into 
fashion ! • * i 

But for the fashionable papers, which ap-. 
pear at the break&st-tables of the great, we 
should not know that many people existed. 
'Their whole fame, tfaeir whole celebrity,; and 
their- whole beings is there;. Not un&equeatly 
do' they contain the life of a man of ikshioir 
and his biography : — Chronicled^ in the daily 
press as a frequenter of all fashionable par- 
ties; — set down as presented, at court, — put 
in print for having a horse run at Newmar*- 
ket, or at the Derby,— gazetted as marriedy 
^^stiick in the miscellaneous columns, fee 
having a new carriage, or for having given 
some preposterous sum form horse .more ce-i 
Jebrated than the purchaser, ^annually a&« 
counted for in hia arrivals and in his 4e» 
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partares from tojvn (whieb^ by the by, has its 
ihconyenience) — puffed ia some way, directly 
or indirectly, by himself or by hired writers,^ 
ae a good shot, as haTing destroyed so many 
head of game, as travelling with a titled 
man, or some soc^ very useful and interest- 
ing circumstance, — blazoned at the top of a 
crim. con. trial, and »made notorious for ruin* 
iog a woman and for betraying a' friend,-^ 
next mentioned as going, abroad (a blind to 
creditors), — and, lastly, being put in smAll 
letter amongst law cases, as having he^a 
whitewashed in the Bench! Yet such is tho 
love of pleasure and of fashion, that no fa« 
•tigjie, no expense, no ruin, no exposure is 
spared to gain the object of this vain and 
empty ambition. 

The last print is the death. But tibat 
publicity flatters not the person named. A 
thought of this last appearance in black and 
white, might greatly damp the ardour of a^ 
novice in fashion's short race;, yet these 
same votaries of pleasure read over that ar-> 
tide too with well*bred calmness. ^^ Lady 
Mary, who do you think's dead i " " Don't 




^ 



t£wm at 
Cfkl I 





NMX. 



FASHION IN DRESS. 



^ 



116 



tm: PATietE OS' Pt/^A6I^l«fi^ 



know." « Lord foppington/* « Ha! why 
he was only fifty.'* « No ; bnt a hai»d goer.'* 
This is the sympathy of fashion's airy cir^ 
cle ; and the reader of the paper passes apa- 
Ihefically on to, ** Dear me, who'd have 
thought it ? we were eight hundred of us at 
the marcbtoness's last night;*' or, ^'Oh! f 
kneHir it would come to that, Mrs. Lively id 
divorced;*' or, ^Mhe peer is wounded in a 
duel for an a&ir of gallantry ;*' or to some 
other equally amusing and e^uallj moral 
sublect.'^'-'^— All this is pleasure! ! ! bhttt is 

pleasure that begins to pall upon 

^ f . ■ ■ ' • * 

Tub Hekmit in Lon^don. 
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Da Toi s*orno, e il caogia, in tanti guUe, 

Cbe quando noTaniente lo rk cdo. 

Cite aia quel ch' era avaDtl afpciia credo. PICNOt*ff « 

* 

Vew cuatoAif 
ThAugh they be never so ridicvlouf, 
May let tlicn bt unmaiily, yet are foIlowtd» HEMRY VI If* 



FASHION IN DRESS. 



I OYTEN roinarked, that my rattle^brained 
comiQ in the Guards had a new coat month- 
ly^ and some novelty in the way of a waist* 
coat weekly ; that he dressed three times per 
day, and was never twice seen dressed in the 
same n^ai^er. The variety of his gteat* 
coats, driving coat, tunique, military great- 
coat, night-cloak, tartan, pelisse, et cetera, 
vraa equally suiprising. It puzzled me to 
think, how human imagination could pro- 
duce this Proteus*like change of shape and 
Appearance, and I was at a loss to know who 
aet^alIy were the leaders of fashion. 

Referring to himself, I eould get no sa- 
ti^ctery reply. He merely observed, that 
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be often set the fashion 'himself (which I 
doubted, and I was right in my doubts), and 
that moreover whenever he saw a stylish 
fellow, a dandy, a noble, or a man of fancy 
in dress, he followed his fashion, particularly 
if it were expensiY.e and eccentric, so that it 
would not suit the vulgar herd, the lawyers* 
clerks breed, the knights of the bags, the 
'squii:es of the ^^ounter, or the half-price 
theatre crew, and all mechanics and Sunday 
Uoods (soch were his words)* 

I W9B not satisfied with this ; ud I sbooU 
probably have been, drfeoted ia my re$6iarcii« 
es, had I not observed ike shop- of a certain 
eebbraied tailor to be always full af custpm^ 
ers kiokiiig »t new clotfaei, wbieh appeared 
to me ta foe ^iQerent evei^tiiqi^.ifaat I $9w 
thew^ whilst iw*y rasfMcfeble, w^-dreaiad 
men, with a good wardrobe^ jMemed till vi^ 
their ftshiona aoanBdj ofteser than oote a 
year, ar ^ the chMged of the ^^asoit fraai; 
hot to eoU. I iiaparfaed thip rwi^ to Mr^ 
Bonton, an old fofi, who lot 910 into tha 
secret. * 

'' there is,'' eaid he, '' a. ooMbipiatioi^^ 
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tbe tailoring, trade against -the. nobility and 
tfae fahipnabks of the coimtiy. The object 
of this junto is to create new temptations to 
expense for tfae elegants of town, ^t least 
weekly; and to make themselves masters of 
their habits, which this board of green cloth 
in council assembled takes special care shall 
be expensive habits. They frequently play 
very mischievous tricks, with their customers 
by making them ridiculous ; . but . then each 
c\i8tomer so hoaxed misleads another, and 
po oiie knows who is at the ;head of these 
affaires de toilette. * v 

^^ Thus this committee sometimes sew up 
the corpulept customer in a sack, until, be- 
twixt . his stays and his tight garb, he is in 
danger of rupturing a blood-vessel, and is 
under great difficulty of respiration, puffing 
and blowing like a grampus, and being ready 
to burst asunder the bonds imposed upon 
him by his tailor, who first imprisons his 
body in this garb of slavery, and afterwards 
prpnably lodges . it in the Fleet or in the 
King's Bench, where ret^liative measures 
are taken by the prisoner, and Snip is thrown 
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ber M^ililg a ratffit illtntincmii parsonage in one 
of these tight slidl« ; hte eor|>tiilefice ftrel^d- 
ifig in all directions, aijd his skirts flyii% eff 
so a« to DMike a very atnage eitposi of ^ |HfY>- 
minent part of fii^ figure. ^ 
^ ^ These Mlows occasionally imke the 
whole iowii pigeon-breasted or Jiburtiti^tatled. 
Atone titae, a mkn's -frock beeboies his little 
grent coat, arrd is m loo^e as perhaps the 
general habits ia high lile: atanfOther, be is 
cur*tailed to a jacket; or elongated in imi- 
%t^iQi^; of the taiIor*8 bill. One day aH la 
stftrcllf 4 and the next day w^ are all '- men 
in buckiani* (boi%ran, properly). A ^istin* 
guiAed^xquisite is p&dtiTed all ovef^ito-day ; 
and all the other feplrags are, on ^e mor* 
row, mere walking pincushions. A fat 
prince, or a fat dandy, requires confinement in 
his limbs ; and all his subjecta are immediate]^ 
re9trained within the ' same limits.. * The tai- 
lOrs who recommend these absurdities nev^i* 
^' avow them as. their in veMion, but dlwaysadd, 
tfant hiB royal highness^ his grace, his lord^ 
' ship, have all given them extenaive orders 
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for tlie Titfy w&xm Aing ; and did atod youog^ 
are iww-Hiodelled and aietaaiorphosed ae- 
fordhiglj. 

^ "[lAuis one day, the back k to be^s broad 
as m Irisb cbairmati^s, and the shoulders to 
be bolstered «p to imiflate a bedHuan ; and 
^e next, the shoulderfl are to be iat, a»d a 
man ig to be pinehed in and laced m anflil he 
resemble an earnrig; or he is to be' "so lotaliy 
aoasqueraded by Sn«p^ that> betwixt the long 
akirts of Ins gre^t coat, far embroidery, ta»«-^ 
adls, olivet buttons, pigeon breast, and piede 
face, yoQ may mistake a decent yoong 
for a Tery indecent y<i^iuig womaiv 

^^ All these ar0 Master Snip's man 
who continues to make fcafs bill equally loi^, 
whether the spencer or the bang-up box«*coat 
be in vogue 5 whether he live (by capping) 
on Ae skirts of the town, or ^^fWK&St'*^ 
wrap up bis «u$Mlers in the gimtest ampl^ 
tnde of doth and ilnen. But it may be well 
briefly to state how this is ddne; for tfere 
are two modea of practising these tricks of 
trade. 

" The first method is, by persoading «»» 
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great man (from the prince to the private 
gentlemad, if a supposed leader of fiwhion^, 
that such a dress becomes him exceedingly^; 
that he looks most captivatingly, eitiber lost 
in a do:£en of capes, or with his neck emerg- 
hig from a flat collar; that his cheat is so 
broad and so fine (N. B. the tradesman ^is 
thinking ' of ' his strong chest) that the coat 
buttoned right across it will show it to the 
greatest possible 'advantage; or that a single- 
breasted hunting frock gives him a mo^t ir- 
resistible appearance of y4>utb, ofelegance^ 
and of activity. Instantly are all forms and 
shapes clad .in this becoming coat, whieh 
cannot become all, and, perchance, becomes 
nbne; but it becomes the fashion, and that 
is enough ; for thus it suits the purposes of 
the vender. ' • ■• -■ ^ 

<< The second plan is, to make a fimcsy. 
suit of clothes, in confederacy with the rest 
of the fashioqable tradesmen, and to expose 
it, * nw bashful, nor obtrusive' — not for sale 
in a shop window, but just finished ou; the 
counter. The lover of novelty beholds it, 
and it draws and impels him, just as the red 
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rag aots upon the flock of geese. If he pass 
it by at onephice, his lounging arm-compa- 
nion perhaps takes him into another, where 
they are probably -both taken in. Then thia 
same model is seen at every expensive tai- 
lor's in town; and therefore it must be the 
fashion.' 

" ^^ ^ Dear me,' drawls out an extravagant 
Insipid, ^ I thought that long waists were in 
fiishion.' ^ So they were last week,' replies 
a-flippant Snip, ^'but we can't make them tod 
short now/ (a strong emphasis on the now J. 
Then be names the nobleman for whom the 
one- on the counter is made, and a do^sen 
lords and meroeUleux who have juai tedered 
the same pattern and swallowed . the saaws 
bait. The Insipid instantly declares, that he 
n«ver made so unaccountable an oversight 
as not to observe thai^ it was. the fashion; 
says, that he must go to an assembly to- 
night, where^ he cannot possibly- be « seen 
without ' such a coat^ and coiijureer^ l^p to 
send' him one in^ the' evening. . He ^n ac- 
tually appears in it to the aslonishipent of 
all who see him««4he very first who has been 
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iaduced te wear micIi aa articLe 1 Uk exAmiile 
howevec ia feUbwad ; and SaifiV jwrppa^ i$ 

<^ It would be eadl^aa to i»iMBfFat« Ww 
freqiioiilljp attd kow Middealy theie ebai^es 
of feshion are riti^ upwa^ t|^ f redulouB, 
Certain boweyer it is, that the tailor, is the 
ftudiioB-maker for the neo^ whikt the drees- 
Hiakera aad miUiaers praetiaotiie tame arts 
uiNUithe ladies. 

^ There i% bowev^^ another trick of 
trade. It is^ to force new dotbes lApoB faah* 
ionaUy-dressed diob, becauiey l^ mukiplyiof 
such models, the copies are multiplied oS 
eoiicse. Moreover^ when the extiavagaiit 
cannot paj^ ke must play the tailor's game^ 
by making other dupes pay it^ who take tlK^ 
new fiisbioB in imitirfioa of the decUning^ 
Eatquisite.'' 

Tkoa ended my friend i wid I was quite 
satiafied of the Irntb of kis remarks. ^ I wa» 
now determined, mofe than evtr^ to adhere 
to my formal, gniye, and convenient niode^ 
of dress ; but I cannot help a^knowle^ing^ 
and lamentii^> that we are more regarded 



FASHION IN DBE88. 1S7 

by our coats - than by our character, and that 
if a man be not in the last fkshion, he mtist 
content himself with holding the last place 
in the beau monde.-^It is not less melan* 
choly than true, that the late Colonel M— — «, 
when expiring from his wound received in a 
duel, regretted that he had spoken so arro* 
gantly to his antagonist (the cause of the 
quarrel), and assured the valiant knight, his 
second, that he did not take his antagonist 
for a gentleman until it was too late, merely 
dn account of his having on ^^ a coat of the 
fashion of the last year." 
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Tout les hommet tont foiu» et in«lgr£ tons leun loins, 
Ne diffifrententre cux, queio pint et da moins . 
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<< Wb^l, Stephen/' said I to an dd'acquaint'- 
anee, ^^ liow are you to-day ?" ^^ Considering 
exiating circotoatanc^^" replied he, '^ I am 
pretty well." " What circaniBtantes ?** taid I. 
" Oh !" answered he, " nothing but the pres- 
sure of businecis, a general correipondenee, 
jlettera 1 innuiaerable to answer, prfteedenta 
to exaudiiie, friends to oblige, and so forth.** 
'< Very odd !" thought I ! << a laerehant's son 
— a stupid one too-— plenty of money ---as 
laasy as a sloth ! what can all this medn V^' ^'■ 
I sat down and glanced my eye over i%i 
paper, wbil3t h^e stood leaning on the left 
haunch, the right foot advanced j his.bedd a 
little inclined towards me, his right hand 

G 6 



■t ^»M 



133 KBW MEMBER OF FABLIAMENT. 

clenching a two-penny-post letter, rounded 
like some of the bad statues in our squares, 
his left hand thrust into the pocket of bis 
pantaloons, and his whole figure displaying* 
a studied attitude.! He now looked in the 
glass, dropped the letter, as if he was pre- 
senting it to some one, stood upright, thrust 
the right hand into his breast, and faced me 
like an over-grown image, or a full length in 

a niche^ 
^ " What the devil is the matter with 'you ?'* 
^[said I. " Order, order," replied Stephen, 
looking at himself in the glass. ^^ A little 
jtouched ! '\ quoth I to mjself. I remem- 
ber hearing that his grand&ther, the bacon- 
man, died in St. Luke's, that he left bis son 
Roger 'ii'^large fortune, that Roger became a 
fileeping partner in a mercantile amcerp, 
and left the profits to this Stephen, wlio seems 
to be a noon-dreamer. 

I took up the paper cmce more. Ste{Aen, 
the while, looked at a parcel of letters and 
smiled. Then assuming another studied atti- 
tude, he &eed his mirror again, and paid me 
the compliment of listeimg wh^ I read a few 
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paragraphs aloud; but I soon found he did 
80, only to give himself an opportunity of 
practising the outward signs of parliamen- 
tary approbation or disapprobation, * When he 
disjliked the subject, he coughed and scraped 
his feet ; when' he liked it, he cried ^^ Hear, 
hear." " Upon my word,'* said I, ^^you . 
'seem to be so occupied and so out of reason, 
that I wish you good morning/' I hastily 
withdrew; the young man remaining fixed 
before his looking-glass.' ^^ Chair, chair,"'! 
heard as I went down stairs. 

Meeting an old servant of his, I said to 
him, * ^^ I fear your master is not well. 
He seems in . a kind of hurry that is not 
consistent with sound Veason. He was a 
very silent dull boy when he was at the' 
Charter^House, and he now does nothiii^ 
but talk, and that very incoherently also.^, 
^* Law bless ye !" replied honest John, T" he • 
is only a little overjoyed and proud. He 
came home last night from Cornwall; and 
he has done nothing ever siiice, but place 
the chairs like so many folk, walk in 
and out of the room, practise how to take a 
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seat with a particular grace, rise up and ait 
dovn again, screap lis feet, and oougfa, 
•cbange us kattitoods afore the glass, cry 
aye and noah ! order, hear, hear." '' Very 
bad symptoms indeed ! " observed I. 

<( That's not all,*' said John. ^' He t^es 
up li sheet o' peaper and fills it vrith nought 
but us neame; and then be rung for I, and 
when I catne into the room, be made me sit 
down in a high chair, and standing up afor^ 
me with a ^uire o' peaper rolled up in his 
hand, he muttered some gibbefidge, called the 
blank peaper a rode bill, and then bid me go 
about my business. Now I knew that t 
paid all the bills last week Taking pity on 
him as I shut the door, I opens it again 
and looks back saying, > master when WiH 
you have dinner ?' ^ When the plebous ques^ 
ticm is disposed of,' said be-*-^^ ftt^e division 
— when the house is up.' " ** Aye, its all up 
with him," said I. 

<< Well, so thought I,*' cried John, laugh^ 
ing immoderately. S^ I tboi^ht as how master 
was turned out a righ^^fc^at last i but it's 
noah such a thing; he's only miide a parlia- 
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iBcnt man ct As beea do^n. and bought a 
burroi^h and every moHierV son in't ; and 
«6 tome boame as pleasiod as the pigs (a yetj 
sintabie siinile). The padiet afcMre bim were 
franks^ and be bas rit ns name fifty toiines to 
practize (the word syllabled and the the as 
long as my arm)* He has also spoiled a 
^ire o'peaper in writing to homself^ with a 
large M.P, at the end of us name. 

'' 1 mentioned master's madness to Lord 
Liquorpond^s scullion ; and he towld me for 
my comfort never to mind : it was only a 
boyish frolic. ' Bless yt>u/ says the scullion, 
and he, sir, reads the debates every day ; 
* let'en have his way ; it's only the glory of 
the thing-^the impulse o' the moment, when 
he comes to the house he'll be as mute as a 
mack'rel." ^^ I wish he were there now," said I. 

Here ended John's account ; and as I was 
going out of the door, I heard Silly Stephen 
call John. ^^John! John I" said he, ^^ run 
after the gentleman and ask if he "will have a 
frank i I have only received one letter from 
my constituents, containing a publican's bill : 
it shall be laid on tftd||kle)' No ; on second 
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consideration, it sbalLbe thrown out.^ There- 
fore, John, you see that I ha^e lots l>f. ^franks 
to give and to receive^ and if you wani tp 
write to your friends, you may call upon me. 
•They may direct too to you, under cover — 
mind under cover to Stephen ■ — y Esq. 

M.P. You know that I am now returned/' 
'^ Mercy defend us ! What a resemblance 
there is betwixt St. Stephen's Chapel and St. 
Luke's Hospital I " thought 

The Hermit in Lonbok* 
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WANT OF MIND. 
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BeauUet, like tyrants, old and fricadl«M grown, 
Y«c hate repose, and dread to be alone i 
Worn pttf la pnbUc, vearjr erety eye. 
Nor le«ft o«WLi||)i bUind tlffp^ wbw tb^ di*. 
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WANT OF MIND. 



I UAPPEVEo to be <HX a visit to a certaiu 
duke^ where I net with an 6ld maid of Bixij. 
The weather waa very rfiioy, and the. com- 
pany <kt the castle were tbiie dispoeed o£ 
la apite of the tDdesiency of the seasoB, bis 
Grace and the young men of the party went 
to eneonnter the iacoi^venienceii and the 
daiigiers of the chaee. The duohe^s,. who i« 
a pattern of piety, ^deried her ambt-ella aad 
gardea-cbair, aad.Went bes* round of charity^ 
to pay her pensioaera, ^ e^amiim^ the soho* 
lara at her school^ to inspect a Uttle laana&c^ 
tory of her institudoD., and,, finaljiy^ to ^H 
the ueh. i bad the offer of a horaj^ a gua^ 
or A fishing-rod; but the library being a 
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most Taluable one, I preferred profiting by 
the opportunitj which it afforded of turning 
oyer some rare works. 

The aged spinster was invited to accom- 
pany her grace in her morning round ; but 
she observed that she abhorred hospitals 
and schools — in the former there might be 
infection, in the latter, what was to be seen 
but a parcel of stupid brats* A pretty amuse- 
ment indeed to be stunned with A.B. ab ! and 
B.A. ba! besides, she hated to see scenes 
of distress. They made her low spirited. 
She was therefore told that she might either 
spend her morning in the library, or in the 
music-room^ If the young- ladies' practising 
would be any amusement to hier. These 
two propositions she likewise rejected; for 
she never read, and she disliked music. 
Whilst I was in the library, I heard her go 
up and down stairs a dozen times'; and as 
often open 'the front door to see if it had 
cleared up. She then camQ into the library, 
and looked at a port-folio of caricatures; 
and eyeing me angrily, said, ^^ What k 
bqikworm you are ! I should think that 
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a game of piquet would b6 just as amu- 
sing as looking at those plates.'' I did 
not take the hint. She then jawned im- 
modecately, - went out, and . slammed |he 
door. 

. She next amused herself for five minutes 
in catching flies at the window, sighed pro- 
foundly, and went up to* her room. There 
she lay on the bed for an hour, and then 
rose again. The rain increased, and she 
grew, nervous in the extreme. She sent a 
footman to the village in the. neighbourhood 
for a number of novels, although she did 
Dot like ^.reading; but she was drii^en to 
despair. It so happened, however, that she 
had skimmed all these books before, and 
she threw them down in a rage. She now 
played with the monkey, and grew hysterical. 
She took some ether, next some brandy. ^^ 
She then rung the bell, sent for me, and 
when I came into the room, I fou.nd her in 
a flood of tears. She told me that the de- 
pression of her spirits was excessive, and 
that she felt as if her heart would break. I 
now propoied in pity to her a game iX, 
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piquet ; but she \m too ill to a>ail benelf 
of' n^ taidy polkeii^ssJ A neighbouring^ 
apotheouy- was setat for, wko gkve her soflie 
mediciiie Ar ncs^rous attacks. By tfe&s tin^ 
the family returned, the paroxysm patised, 
Ibe Madeita at dl&iner rerived ber, and eards 
aawsed her daring. the erening. 

I vas anxioas to find out whether fihe^ 
had aay digtreas on her mind, whether her 
eoOBtitation was so' injured as to make her 
an .object of pity,' whether any ftmily cala-. 
mity afiected her, mr whether her circum* 
stances were impaired. I was informed, on 
the contrary, th^t she had seTen hundred 
per annuBf}, and liv«d almost all; the year 
round on her firieiids ; that she had no one 
to support btit her own maid ; that she never 
gave in charity, and that she wa8% selfish in 
the extreme, tootc regular exercise, and en- 
joyed good health, except when low spifks 
seized her. She passed a great portion of her 
time at cards, and was nevei' seen to take 
up a needle or a book, but occasionally 
made her maid read a novel to her, or rather 
sUm it. ' She was tery ibnd of public 
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l^lacclB, add eoutd ii^t endure * retirettiefit; 
So freat was iier ^horntiee^ ^t she asked 
me i^ loelaAd was iK)t in Amorioa, and en* 
quired if the Pacific Ocean bore the • mmifi 
Bame in tiiHe o( war. 

Thiftwant of mind, or ratbo: ibis Want of 
mental coltiYralion, is pitiable^ €fv^ inyoulh^ 
in old age it is contem^ible. if any thing 
can render gray haira dtsbonourable, it is 
jgAoraMe or vice: the one creates dtsguat, 
the odier inspires hatred. To see an old. 
female d6& be-patdbsd and be-piaatered wiib 
paint, with fahe leidth, false bair, and pea^ 
oiled eyebrows, is a «orry sigbt. Ndr is 
tho aged Ij^iertioe with flaxen wig and char- 
coal ejrebrows, laced and imprisoned rn a 
cravat, in order to puff oat the farrows <m 
Us cheek, a less contemptiUe object. When 
tiie former can converse on nothing but 
sc^andal or ftshion, ini when the latter 
knows .nothing beyond a trick or twn at 
cnrcb, or the Coait Calendar by hcsHt, birt 
la ignorant of all science and^ IHeratare, ho. 
is too silly even fer the society of children. 
When again bis coaveFsation is immoral and 
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obscene, be is below: the notice of;a|iy but 
the lowest of his species,' and should herd 
with the base, the ignoraaty and the depraved, 
alone. y* . '• 

Ere I close this essay, I cannot help ob- 
serring, that bis grace and the party returned 
wet through, and veiy much 'disappointed at 
the hmit4>eilDg spoiled. 

Their whole conversation turned upon the 
brute<reation, horses, dogs, deer, and foxes. 
They drank plentifully, and went late to bed. 
The duke was then upwards of sixty. One 
of the party boasted that, at seventy-two, 
he was as keen a. sportsman as ever, and 
never missed a hunting day; — ^that in the 
summer \^ passed six hours on horseback, 
and as' many at table, and slept the clock 
round, as he termed it; that is to say, he 
slept .away one half of his life, rode and 
drank away the other. This accounted for 
the turn which conversation took. Indeed, 
what rational ideas could be looked for from 
a man who was asleep or drunk three-fourKbs 
of his time, and on horseback the other quar- 
ter part ? The duke, doubtless, accommodated 
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Iiit discourse to this aged sportsman* For 
mj part, I regretted tbe great loss of time^ 
aod that so little intellect should reign at so 
hospitable a feast, as to rdndejr it quite irk.* 
Bome to 

The Hebmit in London. 
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« WnAt ft host of Maiidera I havid been 
eomi6iUiiig tbi$ morning t " said my rattle of 
iC cousin/ the GuiircbiBaii. '^ Gonjfbttnd me if 
I ever make another raorniDg eall, or^ver 
venture to talk upon religion, politics, or any 
other topic bat horse*racing or drinking, as 
long as 1 live. I b^ve no doubt but that 
I sfaall be dijsinherited by my aunt, Lady 
Agnes; that the Genera} will never speak 
to me again ; and. that the moi^jsy-lending 
agent will never advance me another shil- 
ling. The devil is ini the town! Such 
sudden changes, religious! political, and mo- 
ral.- It is like an uns^ady climate, for 
which one has to alter one's dress half a 
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dosen tiaies a daj : a mao reqidres a diarjr 
of his acquaintance's actions, to regulate Iii» 
features and conversation bj^ Who on 
earth would have expected my did aunt to 
have turned .methodist ; the General to be a 
government, man; or the old rascal. Cent- 
per-eent to be a moralists Why, mj aunt 
was the gayest ^f the gay in her youth, and 
has sat up all night playing at brag and 
drinking noyeau like a dragoon for the last 
twenty yeats^ ,Tbe G^beral used to put you» 
to sleep with hisr philippics against the ad^ 
ministriitioil, hribery^ corruption,, violation 
of the pri¥ilege9 df'the/people, bm^gh'* 
mongers^ the iafiuenee. oft the aristocracy^ 
and coliH fiivoiir. And a» for old Cocker 
(as J used te call him),, he was the hardest 
going old viUatn I ever kneWy and cost me 
many a headache when I wanted a loan front 
li^m. Now, f<Hrsooth, he is all honesty and 
moralityJ' 

: ^^ What a reprobate you are,^' said I to tliis 
6€ape«grace. ^^ Not ^^ &II9 Sir : but hear my 
story*^' And here it may be remarked, th&t. 
notwithstanding . tlie disparity of years ' and 
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thd difference '6f h^bit betwixt this gtddy 
youtb and myself yet as he has nothing to 
ho|>e and nothing to fear from^me, and as I 
Iprnd bim in bis childhood, he tells^me all his 
adventures and all his scrapes. 

/* I: had heard,'' recommenced he, " that 
my. aunt was verily ill, and I thought per- 
haps that she was about to <][uit; so I 
thought it was as politic to pay her a visit, 
and to do the pre4ty, by shewing her a little 
sAtentiofl for a short time. ^ How are you, 
aunt?' said I as I entered her apartment ; 
* Y!<^ don't look so ill (tiiis was not- triiip ; 
she looked very ill, wliich I Ibouj^kt rather 
provnistng to me);« pray what is your eoar 
plaint V i .^ It is what my physicians call 
dyspesia,' replied she, — ^ a debility of the 
•lom^cb, which is scarcely able to perform 
its ofiice ; I have not eaten an ounce of solid 
food' (she said nothing about drink) < for 
thi€( last fortnight : but this,' continued she, 
hyiAg her hand on a folio biWe, * this is my 
feod.* < Rather new diet, aunt ! ' answered 
1 s ' no wonder that you cannot digest it all 
at Mce I why you don't think lean swallow 
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ilmt ? * ^ What io you Aiebn ? * answered sbc^ 
who could not stomach my reniatk* ^Wby 
have the Bethel and Eb^aezer people, the 
« Jumpers or the Methodists got hold of you i * 
^ Peace^ reprobate,' cried she ; ^ I am under 
iConvfctioQ.' Of what crime, thought I to my- 
self ! but I saw it was in vain to proceed. She 
gave 91Q a very severe lecture on leading an 
^exemplary life, and quoted Scripture at everjr 
aaitence, accompanied h^ a turning up of her 
eyes, which sa alarmed m» that I was glad to 
get clear of her. 

^' From my aunt's 1 proceeded to the Ge- 
peral's, where, as I had a fiivour to ask, I 
pretended (as usual) to be of his opinioii in 
politics, by way of giviag him an opportu-* 
luty to grumble, and by that meank to gain 
my point, I began by abusing ministry, and 
Jl>y spying that we were ruined ; but I soon 
found that as my aunt, who was under con-* 
yiction, had received a new light, so the 
Geufsr^il, wjio was about to get into the 
House, bad embraced a new political creed.. 
He had, it seems, had an offer of a seat, on 
€<mdition>^that he should bind hi^elf to a 
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cS^rtain line of eonduct, and he had readily 
^reed ti9 these terms from the vanity ^f 
being a Parliament' mao; My diatribe was 
th^r^Jfore most inopportuneu He contented 
himself with observing^ that men had a right 
tp change* their opinions upon conviction^ 
and that as he felt his former notions were 
erroneous, he was not ashamed of saying 
that he had altered them. He added, that 
he was sorry to sIbo me so intemperate in my 
politics, and concluded by observing^ that it 
was the duty of every military man to 
strengthen the hands of government, and 
that when he did not do so, he thooght that 
his sovereign ought to dispenjie with his set-^ 
vices* This was truly alarming to one who* 
had just embarked in a favourite profession : 
so I explained away in the best manper I^ 
coidd, and withdrew, regretting my unsucces&rf' 
fill hypocrisy. 

^^ The want of cash now drove* me to the- 
agent and money-scrivener3 with whom I 
hnve often been obliged to mispend an hoi;r 
in e^icessive drinking, in order to bring 
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into landing me at usurious interest. I 
found him (instead of b^ing in a snit of 
ihournio^, and his bald head powdered, half 
tipsy, and a pen behind his ear) reclined on 
a sofa, in a new olive coloured tunique, a 
flaxen wig, white trowsers, and a white hat^ 
under which his purpureal countenance stttd«» 
ded with topaz blotches had a yerj curious 
effect. He was moreover perfectly sober. 
* Well, old Cocker,' said I, « how are yoo 
to-day ? have you had your drop ? and how*B 
Peg i* (his housekeeper.) ' Sir,' replied the 
old villain, < you make very free ; I have 
left off drinking in a morning; and as jbr 
Mrs. Tripartite, Margaret that was, I must 
Ittive her treated with the i*espect due to my 
spouse.' I remembered having treltted her 
very often before ; but I saw that the game 
was up here also, for the old usurer had been 
married that morning. I contented myself 
with askiiig for a hundred pdunds by way of 
bill at two mdnths, for which 1 oiBfered ten 
guineaf premium; but f ^was refused. I 
therefore blew up the hoary humbug a la 
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Cangreve^ ,1 told him he was an old hypo- 
^ritetand an usurer; that I had top ofteu de- 
Hieaned noyaelf by my coadescensions towards 
liini; that I regretted that I had been so 
oft^a his dupe ; that in future I^ould keep 
company better suited to my age and to, my 
rank in life ; and that Peg and he might go 
to the devil their own way. 

^^ Defeated thus at all points^, I ^^ come 
to you for the loan of the sum in question^ 
which as a soldier and a gentleman I will 
upturn you in. two months. I shall not offend 
you by talking of interest ; but' my gratitude 
may be some compensation for obliging me, 
and for laying out your money for this short 
time. I shall make no promises, but I will 
try and be steadier ; for I know I am going 
a little too hard. And now you have heard 
my whole story." 

I am neither rich nor poor ; but I live well, 
am independent, model my own conduct by 
prudence, and have leisure to watch the con- 
duct of others. 

There appeared so much candour in this 
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youih^s story, that I lent him the money; 
and— 'he paid me honourably. There are 
many instances of these fops in the dressing- 
room being heroes abroad; and not unfre- 
quently luflik of twenty turn to something 
Tery good in ten years after. 
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He thalMttifVt tbit daf, and cmbm Mfe homt^ 
Will lUwl » tl^tot vben thiiday ii named^ 
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TiKir iBfantiyt embattled aquare and doeCa 

yarch firml^r on, to fin tbe middle ipace, 

Covered bjr tbeir advanoing cavalnr : 

By Htarco, tit beaoteoos botror. I 
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Battle's migQificently stern array, 
Tbc tbimder-cloiids close o*er, wbicb vbcm ifiit| 
The eartb is corefd tbick witb otber <lay, 
Wbicb be^owB way sbtfl cover beqped aodpcnt, 
Bider and borse i friend, foe— in one red burial bteaf* 
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^ I HAVE just returned with my uncle, the 
General, from the Panorama of Waterloo," 
said Lady Mary. ^^ He described the action 
so well, that I really could see the Cuirassiers 
charge three distinct times, could in return 
Ileal* the Scottish Royals and immortal 
Greys shout ' Scotland for eTer»" I could 
see them hew in pieces the steel-dad war- 
riorsf of France, could see Napoleon's coun- 
tenance change at the operations of < ces 
terrifcftess ^evaux gris,' and could bdiold its 
expressiM of consternation, as when leaning 
over the horse of his peasant guide, and dis- 
cerning the columns of Prussians advancing 
like a cloud ia the horizon, he exdaimed) 
^ tout est perdu ! ' 
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^< So charmed was my uncle, that I actually 
began to fear that we should have to pass 
the night on the field of battle, or to bivouac 
somewhere in . the neighbourhood. So m\ich 
however do I respect my elderd, and dbove 
all| the brave defenders of my country, that 
I did not presume to interrupt him in his 
progress over the gory field, but striking^ 
my repeater as if by accident, he perceived 
tbCtt it was six o^cloek, and th^t we wer^ 
not dressed for dinner* He . therefore mad0 
some general observations ai|^ vf e withdr^^r* 
But I shall say no more on ttie j»i|bject. I, 
advise you to go and see it : its is veil wortb 
your while ; and , I trust that th§ scene will 
have interest for a Briton a .centi^y hence^ 
wh^n we and when our*^ are no u^re*. Our 
hwoes have gathered their laurels in vain^ 
unless the dews of iran^rt^lity iglling fron^ 
on high preserve them; the brave bnt sleep^ 
the coward perishes and is foigottf n»" Herci 
a glow^of heroism Jit up her ^untenanee^jan^ 
she appei^red to me sometlpng ^ ittore tbai^ 
^^ wom^n. i :: . 

I now prepared to follow 4|er«^|ee} afd 
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I went directly to the Panoratiaa. The room' 
was crowded with company, and the repre* 
sentation was just what she had described. 

_ * 

Luckily for me, I fell in with an officer of 
(he intrepid Scotch Greys, who gave . me 
much information on the subject : that corps 
eorered itself with glory ; and of course, n6 
one was better able to describe the battle^' 
than one who had so much contributed to its 
renown. . 

When the officer had concluded his obser- 
Ylations, I retired to a corner in order to 
ebserve the company. In all assemblages 
of people, a spectator i^ay learn piuch. The 
following is a roughly sketched outline of 
what struck me most. 

There were groups of all classes, and feel- 
ings of as many descriptions : — The man 
and woman of quality, proud to distinguish 
on the canvass some hero who added lustre 
to their name^^^the female of sensibility, who 
heaved the ' deep sigh for some rel^tiy* or 
bosom friend left on the bed of glory, — the 
military spectator, who bad be^i an actor in 
(ke Bcene, and who, pride beaming in bia 
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ccniateoRDce, yet wrapt in silence, looked oif 
the representation of that awfulftnd eventful 
realitjr,-— ok* the ffarrulous but wortbjr veteran,, 
who saw his own deeds of arms live agaiii 
'in the pictured stoiy, and who, bereft of aa 
arm or of a leg;, and leaning on a friend, ia«-^ 
diilged in die gnitifjiDg account of what hi^ 
country owed him, whilst, 

" Thrice be roated aU bis foei, ^ 
« And thrice he slew the slsin." 

There also, was the -exquisite militair^^ 
youthful and blooming, affected and vain^ 
lounging with an air otsans soiici^ a tooth*, 
pick or a violet in his mouth, a quizzing-glasa 
either euspe^ded romtd his neck or ffxed in; 
the socket of his eye, seeming to disdains 
taking an interest in the thing, yet lispiog^ 
out, << Upon my ihoul^ it's d-*— -d like, 
d d like indeed,— ^e<A, that's just the 
place where we lotht iho many men, — it's 
quite ridiculouth^ how like it f7A." What a 
contrast ! so much valour, yet so much 
feminine conceit, starch and perfume, whale- 
boa<$ and pasteboard! It is however not 
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les^ {me^ that Ihesci Ipps^ who take so oipch 
care of their pretty persons out of the fields 
take no care of them in it. 
'.Here were idlers lodcing at the actton 
inerely asa picture; and there were facant 
GOQDtetiances stating at nothing but the ^om^ 
papy :''^in One place a lat citizen can^e in 
merely to rest himself; and in another, a pretty 
brunette of the second class, whose only bu'* 
siness was to meet my Lord. In a third cor« 
ner 1 could see a happy couple enjoying the 
Aort space previous to a permanent. uoioD^ 
aiid who came here for fashion's sake, or to 
be alone in the world, and thus to escape the 
attention of a smaller circle ; for there existei 
a certain retireipent or solitude in ctowdSf^ 
known only to the few. This couple took as 
much interest in the battle of Waterloo as in 
ihe fire of London* 

' At the entrance were some jealona painters 
looking out fi>r defects in the piece ; and in 
the doorway was a covey of beauties sur-^ 
rounded by fashionables, who seemed 
scaETcely to know why ^y came there^ ttnd 
enjoying nothing hut their own cdhTersatioa^ 
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^ What a sqoeeee: attbe Dowager's last 
night ?*' drawls out a male coquette^ ^^ Mon« 
strous pleasant party at Lord Foppiii^[(on*8 !'' 
liq>s another epicene^'looking thing; ^|f»*' 
eontiilUed it, ^< the fat Gountesa had less rage 
for waltzing, and the. t>ld Dandjr would gire 
up sailing through the quadrille;'' ^^ or,'* 
(observed a British lady clad in every tbmg 
from. France, and covered with folds of dra« 
pery, circles of ribbons and tucks, tier over 
tier of flounces, and quillings of lace and pu& 
fiogs of all sorts, in the directly opposite 
extreme to the flimsy garments in which the 
ladies appeared a few years since, as if. they 
were sewed up in a tight bag ; not to forget 
her waist, .whieh ended where it once begun, 
and the hump betwixt her shoulders^ so thick 
with wadding that it must be nearly bomb* 
proof) — " Or if," exclaimed she, " the Duch-* 
ess^B proud daughter, who seemed to doze 
through the figure of the dance, and to look 
upon ^11 possible partners as beneath her, had 
been absent/- 

<* Not so with Lady Evrenaont,'' exclaimed 
a disdainful womao. of quality, (whose short 
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uptamed . QOse, step i la Fran^iCy rapid de* 
livery in discourse, 9iid* fiery eye, bespofte 
heat of temper and swelling of pride),'— ^^ not 
so with bar ladyship! she thought herself 
the very ' loadstoDe of attraction, and con* 
sidered dancing as a loss of time. I am 

sur6 if { were her hushand " " You 

would," intierrupted an elderly Exquisite of 
sickly eacnposore but of satirical dissatis- 
fied aspe^t^—r^^J^ou would do just what hef 
husband does, namely, not care sixpence 
about her, l)ut leave her to herself." This 
jHToduced. a- general laugh, but in the mode- 
rate key c% fa^hionabile mirth ; for the whole 
circle wfts composed of her enemies. — WhyT 
Because she is beaiftifuK 

" What brought you here, Sir QeorgeJV 
fiig^d 4llt a languid looking widow of 
^fosbion^^ ^^ The attractiop of your beauty*'' 
^ Stuff!" exdaimed the widow, in a more 
animated toQ#, biting* her lips (nc4 spitefully 
but playfiilly) and twinkling her eyes* ^^ And 
700, Mi^or :" ^f A shower ofrain,^' rqglied the 
Hibeniiim. ; ^^ Qh I Aeia I have |iotk|pg ip 
do wjtbr y^Q^Ti comipg." ^ NotEini^ exeep|; 
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(recovered Pat) that whilst it rains without, 
yoa reig^n within, in every heart and in every^ 
mitid;'' "None of ^your nonsense T' cried 
the Widow, putting her hand*^on his lips. 
" I hate flattery— blMey I believe you call 
St," "Just what yo^please; truth is trufli 
stilly in English, Irfsh, ot even Dutchj'^ con- 
cluded he. The lady appeared delighted; 
but turning round to a boarding-school 
cousin^ endeavoured to hide her satisfiK^tton 
by saying,' " I do hate so many compliments/' 
I extricated myself from this buz of high 
life, 'giving and receiving acknowledgments | 
from those of my acquaintance who fertaned §i 
a part of the circle; and oh my exit, Iper- 
cMved some wry faces and some discon- 
tented looks at the door. These were 
FrMich peo|)le come over here, all with a view 
of gain, in some shape or other^' boi' who 
sickened at any thing which lowered Fraace, 
avec ses armies victoriemesy which so- long I 
gave laws to the greater part of Europe^ %ut i 
could never dictate them to usw Ae -itflich I 
'was said by the French, aboUt th^r L^on 
fl'Honneur and Napoleon's InvitcAlee^ ^te 
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^ver ancient history has trumpeted concern- 
ing; the sacred battalion commanded' by Pelo- 
pidas, but I did not staj long to listen to 
ihem. . 

I left the Panoruna more of a Briton 
than ever : I bad, oh many occasions, con- 
sidered myself as a cosmopolite ; but upon 
this one, I confessed myself to be wholly an 
£nglishman; and I was proud of the title. 
Divers ideas of my country's glory rushed 
on my brain at the same instant i and as 1 
nvas sauntering along the paoi of London, so 
eulogized by Voltaire as an emblem of our 
.constitution, and formed equally for the little 
and for the great^ I caught myself in a 
reverie, and was actually muttering 

'' Soldiers, stand firm,*' exclaimed the chiefs 
'' England shall tell the fight.*' 

From this brown study I was awakened by 
the ringing of a bell, and the cry of ^^ Dust^ 
ho /" It was a good lesson of humility, and 
brought me to a sense of my own nothing- 
ness; but it was a very unwelcome one to 
me ifk the heroics in wUch it found me, and 
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iU-suited the temper of my, mind at tliat ma? 
ment. <^ Ah ! well/' said I to myself, ^< Diist^ 
bo i We must all be dust 'at last ; yes^ we 
must all come to that.'* The fellow rang his 
bell again : — it seemed to have a mpr^ 
solemn sound; it put me in low spirits ; aQ4 
I could almost have wishe4 him at Waterloo 
himself, ibr charming away the. ^^ visions of 
glory " which had begun to take possession 
of the imagination of ^ 

The Hermit IK Lomdok. 
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More than one steed mutt Delia's empire feel, 
Wlio alts triumpMuit o*er the flying wheelt 
And as she guides it through th' admiiing throi^t 
W|ih what an air she smacks the silken thong. 

YOUNG. 
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After waiting atn hour at the Mount, for 
an old officer return^ frojp India, vfhom I 
.|: had not seen for many years, I was proceed- 
ing across Bojnd Street, full of .my disap- 
pointment, and lookingi back to the days of 
our childhood, when first our intimacy com- 
menced. Filled with these melancholy 
pleasing thoughts, I wafi almost stunned by 
the cry of " Hoy !" I turned round, and 
perceiyed a groom advancing towards me 
on horseback, and a curricle coming on nie 
at the rate of nine loiles per hoar. The 
female charioteer pulled up with difficulty ; 
and, in doing so, guite altered the Unas of 

1 2 ' 
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, a very comely cotintefiance, for all was 
tugging and muscular exertion. 

I was now just out of the line of danger^ 
and the vehicle was abreast of me, when the 
other groom touching bis hat, and the lady 
recognizing me and smiling, I perceived 
that it was Lady Dashalong, one of my best 
friends, who had nearly run over me. She 
apologized, was quite ^hocked, but could 
not conceive how I could be so absent; 
and, lastly, laid the blame on her horses, 
observing^ that th^y had had so little work of 
late, that they were almost * too much tat 
ber. A few civilities . passed between u^, 
ivith the usual; barometrical and ibermoine*- 
trical observations <tf an 'Englishman, whidi 
are Ms great auxiliaries in conveniation, and 
we parted. ' i. . 

During our short colloquy, one of -iier 
beautiAil horses became .what she caHed 
fidgety, for which sfa^' promised to pay him 
off in the Park. 'The dther^ at starting^ 
shewed symptoms of great friskidess, fi>r 
whbh she gave him It few dexterdus cut9, 
distorting, ih no small degree^ her features 
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at the flame time) a6 much as to sa]r> ^^ Will 
you ? I'll be jour master (not mistress ; tiiere 
18 BO such teriii in coachmauship, yet); I'll 
teach you better manners ; I'll bring ycm ta ." 
a* sense of. your duty/' or something to that 
purpose. 

I turned about . to view her at she went 
along. She had a sniaU round ridtng-hat 
oo ; she sat in' a moflC coachmanlike manner, 
bandied her whip in^ & very masterly style, 
and had altogetbiar soBwIliing quite gentle*^ 
manlike in her appinnhM. She was going 
at a bold and brisk trot ; antl^ as she passed 
bcr niioierous aequaiatanea^ she was so ia- 
Uoil upon the good management of her reins, 
%mA her eyes so fixed upon her bigbmetded 
cattle, that she could only give them a fami- 
liar, knowing, sideway nod of her head, rery 
similar to what I have seen stage coachnien, 
hackneymen, and fashionable ruffians, their 
copies, give a brother whip, passing on the 
road, or when they almost graze another's 
wheel, or cut out a carriage, and turn round 
with a nod' which mean^, ^< there's for you, 
what a flat you must be." 

This led me to some reflections on female 
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charioteers in general. And first, to acquire 
any talent, it is necessary to learn it. How 
is the knowledge of driTing obtained by the 
fairer s.ex ? 

If a la^y take the reins from her busbaitd, 
her brother, or her lover, it ^s a strong em-, 
biem of assuming the mastery. If she have 
no courage, no muscular strength, and lio at- 
tention to the domilSation and guidance of 
her steeds, she bec^ities no driver, no whip,, 
and runs the daily i^ftk of. breaking the ^neck 
of herself and h««^ frfi^nds. If she do excel 
in this study, she becomes immediately nias- 
cultne an# sevMe i she punishes, when oc- 
casion requires^ 'the animals which come under 
her lash ; as^mes an ungraceful attitude ; 
heats her complexion by exertion ; losed her 
softness by Tirtue of h^r office ; runs the risk 
of hardening her -hands, and may perchance ^ 
hardi^n her h^art ; at all events, she ^ins 
uiifeminine habits, and such as are not easily 
got rid of. ^ ^ 

- If she learn of the family coachman, it 
must be allowed that it is not likely that hcf 
should give her any peculiar grace, noi^ 

• _ 

teach her anything polite. The pleasure of 
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his company, whilst superintending; her les* 
son, cannot much improve her mind ; and the 
freedom of th^e teachers of coachmanship 
must be so offensive to her, that only a total 
loss of feeling, gradually worn . away by the- . 
pride of excelling as a whip, can render them 
bearable to her. > 

' When tha accomplii^ment of drivipg is: 
learned, wJbat does il taitii to ? A waste of 
time ; a masculiiie eqfijjm^nt ; and loss of 
(I will not say m^i^V I^^ feminine characr 
ier; of that sweet,.'St>ft,)i^d oveipowering 
submission , to, and depe#4pL<^ ^^ man, 
which, whilst it -claims our .^pifotection, and 
awakens, our dearest sympal^ies, our ten- 
derest interests, enchants, attacjbes, and sub- 
dues us. I have known ladies^ so affected 
by an inordinate love for charioteering, that 
it has completely altered them, insomuch 
that they have at last become more at home 
in the stable than in the drawing->room. 
The very lady in question is so different 
when dressed for dinner, that her driving 
dress is a complete masquerade disguise^ 
which I should never wish to seje her in, and 
which certainly is not calculated to captivate 
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a lover nor to gain a husband, unless the 
latter be a slave who gives the whiprhand 
to his ladj. 

I now ^began to recollect the female whips 
of my acquaintance ; and i found that I never 
could esteem one of thtm« A certain titled 
lady, who shall be namelefs, tince she is no 
more, used to excel ia driving four milk- 
white hcnrses in haiMl. Her face was a perfect 
enamel, something like China, from the paint 
which she used ; and to see the thong of her 
whip fly about the leaders,— to behold her 
gather up her reins and square her elbows, 
was the delight of the ostlers and hackney 
eoathmen about town, who, nevertheless, 
spoke veiy lightly of her at the same time. 
I confess that she became a. complete obo 
ject of disgust to myself^ and to most tlunk- 
ing men of m^ acqnaintance. She used fre« 
quently to drive out a male relation, which 
made the picture still more pnqsosteroos in 
my eyes ; whilst the v^y praise of the 
lower classes alluded to, sunk her in my esti- 
mation. 

And why do coachmen and pugilists, 
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gropniBandjockies, praise tjhesupen^; ranks 
of fociety for excelling in drivings in boxing^ 
in IioEse-^acing, or in riding like isk -postboy ? 
B^c^ise it reduces the highest to the level 
of the loiirest; because (to adopt their own 
evprjsssioii, so often made use of by the 
|)argemen on the Thames towards a certain 
Duke) he's not proud; he is just like one of 
us; 'fie can tug at his oar; smoke and drink 
beer ^^ like a man ;'' aye, and take his own 
part.' That si^ch qualities may, upon an 
emergency, prove useful, I admit; but his 
Grace, a? well as all female charioteers, 
must excuse me from considering them as 
any way ornamental. 

.. To return to my female driving friends. 
A certain fair daughter of green Erin used 
Ibrmerly to drive me out in her curricle : 
she is a perfect whip; and has, from con* 
versing so mu«Ii on the subject, and from 
seeing so much stable company, assumed a 
tone, an attitude, and a language, most fo- 
reign to her sex. Driving, one day, in the 
Circular Road, near Dublin, her horses 
puUed very bard, and would have blistered 
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common fingers ;. but, protected by 
York tan gloves, and hardened by the miei- 
nagement of the whip, she stood up and 
punished them, crying, ^' I'll take the shiiie 
out of you before I have done with yon ; '* 
then,- '^ keeping them up to their work/' as 
she called it, and fanning furiously along^, 
she exultiogly exclaimed, all in a heat and 

flurry herself, " There and be " : (f 

looked thunderstruck) ^^ be hanged to - you,'' 
concluded she, smiling at me^ and restnniiig 
her sang froid. 

A commoner's lady waff my third driving 
acquaintance: she was very bold; given to^ 
the joys of the table ; got lightly sppken of 
as to reputation ; and, after all; overturned 
herself and broke her arm. My inquiries 
into ' the character of the ' other celebrated 
female whips, have not obtained any infbr-^ 
mation which could change my opinion as 
to the advantages of a lady's - becoming a 
good whip. It militates Against the soft- 
ness, the delicacy, the beaaty, and attrac- 
tions of thd sex. I would ask any amateur, 
the greatest possible admirer of lovely wo« 
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man, whether her complexion being heated, 
her lips dry, and her features covered .with 
dust^ as she returns from a horse race, or 
from a morning drive^ are circumstances of 
improvement to her in any way i i 

I doubt if our forefather Adam could have 
been captivated with Eve, bad she appeared 
to him, either in a dream or in coarse reality, 
with a masculine expression of countenance^ 
and with a four-horse whip. in her hand; 
nor was it ever intended, that '' tI\ose limbs, 
formed for the gentler oflBces of love," should 
be displayed behind prancing, coach-horses, 
with ^n unwieldy whip in one hand and a 
^oss mass of .leather in the '^ other. Tb^ 
very diamond itself Hs uniseemly when cjaa 
in its rough coat of earth : 'tis the high 
polish which it receives . that displays its 
bidden lustre, and which, reflecting its real 
worth, makes it so brilliant and so, emi- 
nently valuable. . 

Thus kis with woman ; every thing which 
tends to divest her of the asperity and rug- 
gedness of the inferior part of our sex, aug- 
ments her. attractions : every thing . which 
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: can aisBimilate ber to th^ harshness of man, 
deBpodb her of her riehesi omameBU, and 
lowers her in oar estimation^ I remember 
once paaaing a lady in the King's Aoad^ ^niie 
of whose outriders bad dismounted and 
was adjusting somethings about i^ reins, 
whilst the other was' holding his home be<-' 
hind* The lady and the. groom, who ap- 
peared to be her instructor in the art of 
coachmanship, had much conversation re^ 
speeting the cattle* The latter said, ^^ Give 
him his hiding, my Lady, and donH spare 
him/' To which she elegantly replied, 
(( D— n the little horse." This gave the 
finishing confirmation to my former opinion. 
I know that it* will be objected to me, 
that these vulgarities are not general in high- 
bred eoachwomen, and that they are nui 
necessary ; but to this I beg^ leave to answer, 
that their very existence is odious ; and 
% that if, on the one hand, these vices MTe not 
' absolutely a part of coachmandiip) on the 
other, coachmanship, or charioteering, is not 
at all necessary to a woman's accomplish- 
ments, nor even to her amusement. ^ 
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I OKCS took up my quarters at Hampton 
Court, not attracted either by King Charles's 
beauties, nor bj the more modern English 
bekiities, who stand in portraiture to amuse 
the eye of royalty ; but from my liking a dry 
walk in Bushy Park, from the habit of being 
in the vicinity of a palace, and, above all, 
from the convenience of being but a short 
distance from the metropolis* 

Making my daily walk, I observed a tall 
handsome old man, in a fashionable military 
great coat, a black silk handkerchief round 
his neck, fine and transcendently snowy linen^ 
highly polished boots ; and having an air c^ 
hauteur, a princely gait^ a something challeng- 
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ing^ yet not uncourtly in his eye, a polite de- 
portment, and the ease of the first circles* 
He was, evidently, a military man, but not 
cm duty at the palace. Yet he came from 
the interior of it more than once ; so that I, 
for a while, considered him as some noble- 
man, who Tisited the royal tenant of the Stud- 
bouse, — perhaps a foreigner of distinction. 
His ease, however, which was purely English, 
and of the Very highest polish, bespoke him 
to be a travelled Briton. The poorer order 
of people looked up to him; the female 
children dropped their courtesy to- him ; flie 
boys gazed in admiration on him, and paid 
him their tribute of humility : while the 
grown people gave him the wall, and seemed 
to salute him more from impulse, than from 
reflection, interest, or calculation. The 
higher ranks eyed him obliquely, and ob<- 
served gently to each other, ^^ That's Mn did 
man of &shion. J wonder who he is ! — ^^ 
some high personage, perhaps, incog.!" Po- 
liteness forbade the broader stare, the re- 
turning eye, or the frequent looking back. 
J myself felt respect for this person, and 
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deference mingled with interest^ and with 
inclpeesiBg curiosity) each time thai we met. 
I partioul^rly noticed that he returned aU 
these marks of homage with eminent oM-« 
descension, and with a grace which appeared 
to be ^e effect of symmetry of person, ex- 
ternal accomplishment) gratitude and warmth 
of heart,, gently (almost imperceptibly) heated 
by conscious pride, — such, pride as softens 
whilst it heats— such as mai^s.hot hiimanityi 
whiUt it exalts us aboTe.the crowd. There 
w<^s^ toto, a jealous look, at times,. wh^h 
punled me. A^as it fear? . No ; tbeffarow ojf 
thl& veteran gave the broad lie. to sii(^.:an 
insinuation. Was it the effect of conceal* 
ment? His constant midday walk seemed 
to counteract that suspicion. Was his con- 
science galled and guilty ? ^ His full blue eye, 
mild when it beamed in courtesy or in ac« 
knowledgement of notice, bespoke a soul 
superior to all baseness. 

I was determined to get acquainted * with 
him ; and I accordingly addressed him ime 
day at the promenade. Inquiring the hour, 
be infocmed me, accompanied by a drawing- 
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room bow, ^* that it had just, struck one," 
bat did not produce a watch. The n^xt day 
I sat down beside him on a bench, and fell 
into general conversation with him. This I* 
r^eate^ daily for a week, when I was en- 
eouraged to invite him ta dinner, alle^ng^ 
that my solitude, and the improvement 
which I received from his. conversation 
(tor he spoke several languages, and had 
travelled much), would make bis acceptiivg 
this abrupt request, unpreceded by my drop** 
ping my card at his house, a favour of Hhm 
first value. Then, putting my card intc^ him 
hand, I- told him, << that 1 should always bci 
flatteied to see him according to that ad» 
dress.'' 

He assured me in the most urbane lan- 
guage, with a d^ression of eye-lid which 
met my very soul, " that he was penetrated 
with gratitude at so unexpected and at so 
unmerited a mark of distinction and 'kind- 
ness; and that he the more gratefully ac- 
knowledged the fiivour, as he could feel and 
appreciate the sympathy from which it 
flowed." Thbn loo|^ing half severe and 
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haughty, as if struggling with a minglecl 
and opposing feeling, • he added, '^' we are 
both of ua $oHtaires; hut retirement and 
solitude suit best my. present habits^ nor 
could I allow myself to share your hospitable 
repast, nor to indulge in your society without 
a reciprocal invitation on my part, which, at 
present, is impossible." Thus saying, he 
withdrew precipitately, a» if overtome by his 
feelings, and in this last sentence his voice 
failed; the word impossible stuck in the 
organ of utterance ; it had half the decision 
of a sentence pssed, yet half expired in a 
sigh ; all the emphasis too was placed on the 
inqHfssibility, not on the period, ai present: 
the latter might have contained hope — the 
former assumed the shape of despair— -it 
meant — never. 

' And now he was out of my sight, bowing 
and wating Jiis hand. My eyes followed 
him until I fell them pain me. His tall, 
manly, yet sotnewhat tragical figure, magni- 
fied in my struggling tear; its tremulous 
motion gave a fleeting, wavering air to the 
diminishing object; I looked fixedly upon 
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,— ^-asbaiiiied, yet indalgidg a deep ' sen-* 
satioB of nelandioly ; the briny drop fell 
from mj eyelid ; and my friend^ of a few 
days, ,fiided from my sight 

And here, (gentle reader^-^^eoul of sensi- 
hili^j.sor giddy tenant of feshton^s airy 
tonple, -p^ befirt swelled with' triumphiint 
prosperity, or sinking bosom of experienced 
woe, -^ pmrpk^robed proud one, or sd>er 
child of adrersity,— ^pardon ah old man'ii 
weakness, and as I take off my glasses ^ Id 
wipe from them the dew w^h now diias ipy 
^nemy reflect^ for a moinei^ on the uncer- 
tainty of all human erents, and then-^fel lis 
proceed" together. 

' To Aed tears on account of: an didedy 
person, almost wholly unknown, and wh<^0 
mysterious appearance alone created interest 
and clirjoaity, may, at $rst right, qppear 
weak ; but the sequel proved, that I had 
reason to grieve that thtee are ^eeret and 
imperceptible iprings on which our very 
ngotiies and Ecstasies ar6 hung, and that the 
chord vibrates the most awfully and im- 
pressively wh^ toudbed by an impercepti- 
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He hand ; as the wild sounds of the .£oliaiiharp 
thrill us the more as the increasing or dying 
wind steals unperceived nptm them, and as 
we are unprepared for the form and force with 
which it may flow oyer our passions^'^faow it 
%ay distract or harmonize our mmds, how ft 
may accord with our sympathies, may soothe 
our isttfierings, or may subdue our * pride. 
Whenever the soul is thus assailed, it is in- 
deed — the Divinity which ^< stirs within us,"-— 
it is the hidden hand which points out an here- 
after, the secret instructor who practically 
shows us that #e are not mere matter, and 
tiiat neither the majestic Hon nor the humble 
steer can feel this, nor aught which looks not 
up to heaven with hope, with sympathy, and 
with fear. * ^ 

I lost sight of the stranger for three days ; 
but I was resolved, by describing him, to 
learn who and what he was. In this last 
research I was baffled. But I discovered 
his ^mise^ble lodging. Her had left it the 
last day oil which we met. The landlady 
observed, ^^ that he had paid, her ; but that 
be' came vrithout luggage, and had quitted 
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bar in the same manner. He had just one 
change of linen wrapped in a cambric pockel- A 
Imndkerchief; he also came and departed on 
foot ; she never saw him take a regular mMl*; 
but, more. than once, observed him eatii^^ 
:bi8cuit8 in the Park ; she had missed a goM 
ring whk>h he wore, which she conjectured he . 
had sold ; i she. was sure that he was distressed 
for money ; he used to .write a numbar of 
letters to great pedple and to ministers, but 
she never saw an answer come in retuirn': 
be paid beforehand ; and she never .knew 
bis name. Moreover she athought thai he 
had met with a repulse at the palace ^ where 
he was gone she could^npl teU,-^but she waa 
.sure. that he was top pious to n^He away with 
himself." 

From that moment to thid I have never seen 
nor hieard of him. — ^' And art thou fled for 
ever, interesting . old man«?" sajd^ I, *'^ rMuat 
I, on whom ease and afflueboe are. bestowed^ 
tnever share my fortune with thee ? Must I 
be refused the only unmixed pleasure here 
below, namely, the gladdening of the der 
jected heart, and the leading of the. opn 
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presied sptirit to triumpli over its enemies ? 
«". ccael fete ! And oh ! ye rich ones of the land ! 
ye whose appetite is your only idol, — whose 
intemperance is your, only pursuit, if ye meet 
wth such a man, spare the full goblet and the 
|(0rgeou8 banquet, and pour, from an unknown 
band, the overflowings of your tables into: his 
purse ; break not entirely the bruised spirit, 
by coarse and lying. excuses for hot succour- 
ing your brother, and dare not to offend the 
dignity of virtuous poverty by paltry and in- 
efficient offerings, which, whilst they m^y 
satiny the narrow mind from which they pro- 
ceed, reflect the donor's 1)asenes8, and add a 
|mng to the many which the poor man has to 
bear. Let your generosity be equivalent to ^ 
your means, and your affectionate humility in 
giving be in proportion to the elevation of the 
distressed ; for poverty, when adorned by vir* 
tue, is only obscured; it quits not its emi* 
nence here ; it increases its elevation here- ' 
after. 

How often, as I am eating my filberts and 
taking my glass of wine, with my invalid dog 
at my feet and my gold snuff-box on my 
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table, do I sigh, and ir»h that the latter could 
be melted and conveyed to the poor ^ntle^ 
man ; that I could take him to my heart, and 
clench his hand firmly in mine ; that we could 
converse as formerly togetfa^, and that the 
generous tide which then increased the circu* 
lation in me, could swell fai# languid pulse, 
and give an irradiating glow to his interesttp^ 
and gentlemanlike countenance I 
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FEMALE GAMBLERS. 



It has alwajs appeared to me, that the 
strangei* passions, such as avarice, ambition, 
and revenge, appear with double deformity 
in the softer sex. Thej disfigure the beauty 
of woman, and completely change her nature* 
Gaming, which is a compound of idlepess 
and of cupidity, has precisely the same ten- 
dency, and hurries the fairest work of nature 
into the greatest excesses. 

There is, however, a minor species of play 
which is not so dangerous^ and which -caiP .j 
bei blamed only for the loss of time which \i 
occasions^ It is one of the texes-on a man 
in society to be compelled to sit down, for 
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such a space of time, at a card-table, at routs, 
and at other evening parties. I feel a je ne 
sais quoi of misery and disgust, the moment 
the fair Ady of the house presents me the 
pack of cards to draw one ; and I view my- 
self destined to be fixed to my chair for at 
least one rubber, or perhaps more. Then 
farewell donversation ; farewell my greatest 
amusement — observation ; farewell mirth, 
and all variety ! 

A young Exquisite may just make his ap« 
pearance for a few minutes, make his. bow 
to the lady of the house, cast a glance round, 
in order to be able to couiit all the beauty and 
&8hion in the room, and then withdraw, throw 
himself into his chariot or vis-^-vis, and re- 
peat the same brief visit at two or three Other 
parties in the course of the night. A dancer 
may escape the card tax. But a man of se- 
rious habits, and of middle age, must pay the 
ibrfeitof money and of time. 

It is astonishing how .many hours this oc- 
cupation engrosses in high life. Lady Lans- 
quenette assured me, that she played three 
rubbers of whist regularly every evening, 
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Hnless she sat down to some game of chance. 
In the former case she devoted nearly three 
hours per diem to cards ; in the latter, the 
whole evening. In wet weather she jday^d 
rn the morning; and at Castle Costlej, she 
always spent two or three hours before din-* 
ner at cards, when the state of the atmos- 
phere, or the rOads prevented her going ouii* 
Averaging her play hours at four or five per 
day, they compose one third, of her time, 
since her ladyship devotes twelve hours to 
rest. Now^ abstracting four more for bef 
toilette, which is not less than it takes, there 
ar0 but four hours remaining for any rational' 
employment, out of which breakfast and din- 
ner time are to be dedncted. 

I met with her the other night at Lady' 
Racket^s; and she immediately hooked me 
in for a rubber. I bad scarcely got clear of 
this engagement, and of five guineas at the 
same time, having lost five points, when I 
was ei^treated to sit down to cassino iti^ com- 
pkny with Mrs. ftfarveHous, Sir Herbett^ 
Maxton, and Lady Longttck. I the mmre* 
readily, however, complied with the re<|n^st 
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of my right honouraUe hostess, as' at cas-* 
s?ino. the attention is not. so entirely taken 
up J less importance is attached to the game; 
and a little light and desultory conversation 
may .be allowed ; whilst at whist you soe 
grave' faces sitting in judgment over your 
play, and observe as much interest and anx.-^ 
iety, as much silence and attention, as. a 
speech of Demosthenes would have claimed 
from his auditors. . 

. " Come," snid Lady Racket to me, "you- 
must make one at cassino; (then lowering 
her voice) you will have the charms of Lady 
Longtick to contemplate ; and Mrs. Mar- 
vellous will amuse you with some very as-^^ 
tonishing stories in the intervals of the 
deal." '^ Your Ladyship's commands are so 
many, laws to me,^' said I, resignedly taking, 
my place at the table. " The Hermit.!" ex- 
claimed Mrs. Marvellous, in a half whisper 
to Sir Herbert. They both elevated their 
eyebrows —^ as -^much as to say, ^* here's a, 
fellow who will observe us closely." I ms^do 
my best bow, and took my seat. 
We drew cards, and I fell to the lot of 
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Mrd. Marvellous. ' ^^ You must not'scold me 
if I play ill," said she. " Not for the world," 
ansvi^eredl; ^':I never scolded a lady in my. 
life." '' I wish I could say as much of Sir 
Herbert," said she ; ^' indeed it was nothings 
short of cruelty, your crossness to Lady 
Maxton yesterday; you actually brought 
tears into her eyes." ^^ Nonsense," exclaimed 
the Baronet; ^' you know I wanted not to 
play at all; but the Nabob could not make 
up his party without ua^ and I hate above all 
to play with my wife ; married couples never 
ougbt to play together," " Unless," inter- 
]:upted Lady Longtick, "'they understand 
one another as well as our friends in Port- 
Xaud Place." ^' And then," replied the Bara- 
net, .'^ it is not very pleasant to play against 
tbem." (A general smile.) • 
• •* It is vour deal, Mrs. Marvellous." " Two 
and three are five." " The heart is your's, 
Lady Longtick, and little cas. falls to me." 
^^ Ilave you heard of the royal marriage^?" 
*:< Three tricks by Jupiter !"— " The. naval 
Duke." " Your knave, my Lady."—" I %m: 
^uite out of luck." " How many aces, Sir 
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Herbert?'* " One, and that's quite toougfa*^'' 
^^ Bravo, Mrs. Marvellous/' said I, you are 
alwaja fortunate; 'tis my trick." (Mrs. 
Marvellous) ^' Have yoti beard that Lady 
Barbara Blankton has," (interrupted by the 
Baronet) " Cut, Madam," « Yes, Sir Her- 
bert, she has cut^ and left her lovely chil- 
dren,"—" Totfr ladyship's game," — " to tke 
mercy of the world* How shbcking for her 
three daughters!" " A double game, Mrs.. 
Marvellous." ^' She certainly had the mosif 
indulgent husband in the world." " The base 
wretch, I have nO patience with her.'* ** A 
hard rub." " Yet I could always see througlr 
her conduct." " Had you said through her* 
drapery," replied Sir Herbert, " I should have 
been satisfied that you vTcre right, for she 
was a walking transparency. But here comas' 
her cousin the General." ",The game is up.'* 
Released from my party, I walked round' 
the room, and cast an eye on the different 
tables. I stopped, for a moment, behind my 
fHend Lord Levity's chair, and contemplated 
the countenances at a A unlimited loo. <^ I 
pass, said Lady Lavish, in a tone of broken^ 
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heartedness which told m& fliat she bad 
lost. Every feature was ehaDged, the #lsiirtii 
smile which gives such attractions to her 
eountenance had disappeared: dejection 
Sited her eyes; and despair sat on every 
ftature. Mrs. Beverly was also a grtnt 
loser; not less thaii eighty guineas did dhe 
pay for her night's pastime. She put on a 
sort of placid look^ a weli-^bred indiSbrei#6e, 
ft forced smile ; but nature^ true to its feifrl<* 
ings^ betrayed the secret of her mind, and 
gave the outlines of revenge and disappdiht- 
Aaetit to ber countenance. ^^ You ar6 ^ut 

of Inch^" observed I. "A trifle,'* answered 

« 

abe^ with an assumption of tranquillity, wbkb 
imposed upon nobody. 

, The three ladies (the eldest only 

eighteen) were all anxiety. The youthful 
luMre of their complexions was marred by a ' 
flusb of intethpefrate libeling and eagerness to 
win. Their eyes were attentively rivetted to 
tbe catds ; and from time to time, they com- 
muned with each otber by glanced of si^tte- 
ftction, dotkbt, or discontent. Whilst these 
three graces were thus metamorphosed *by 

K d 
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their attention to their bad or good fortMne^ 
Cokk|iel Crab sneered as be was pocketing^ 
his gains, and Lady Mary Moody expressed 
the intoxication of success. This she strov.e 
to ^stifle ; but it flushed on her cheek, spoke m^ 
}ier half opened lip, and sparkled in her eyea. 
How little do these &ir creatures, thopght 
I, know how their looks betray them! So 
much, are they a prey to the passion of gam- 
ing that not even these magnificent VenetiaQ 
mirrors can bring a useful reflection to cure 
them of this vice. 

I now moved towards the door, aod got 
into a crowd of beaux and of bell^, and into 
a confusion of tongues. The broken sentenv 
ces which came to my ear from different 
quarters, were ridiculous enough. Lady 
Racket was discoursing about a new novel ;, 
Sir Wetherby Jo9tle was holding forth on 
horse-racing; a new member was affecting 
the ministerial tone,^ and laying down the 
l^w to a deaf dowager who had the best of 
it, for she was paying attention to an anti- 
quated Exquisite the whole time. Mrs* 
Mqxvellous told me that Lady T— was 
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rumed, and that she owed her butler a tliou* 
sand guineas. ^^ Lady Longtick has made 
a good thing of it to-night," whispered Lady 

Rr 's maiden aunt to a young Guardsman^ 

^^ her dress-maker will now have a chance of 
being paid." 

• 1^ A complete hoax ! the majority was cer- 
tain,^' broke upon my ear from' another quar- 
ter.-—" A love-match upon my honour," ob- 
served an Insipid, lolling on the arm of a 
couch. — " A maiden speech," observed a 
Member of Parliament to a gouty Bishop. 
i^ Not an honour in the world," echoed from 
a neighbouring card-table, whilst County 
MainviUe was talking politics, and Sir Harry 
was saying the most gallant things imaginable 
to the Lincolnshire heiress. 

• Lady Lovemore passed by at this moment 
convulsed with rage, but bridling her temper 
as well as she could. She had not only lost 
at cards, but perceived a i^appy rival in the 
affections of the Colonel, to whom she was 
paying the warmest assiduities,- and her rival 
bad smiled contemptuous pity upon -. her.' 
Lady Racket seemed to enjoy the defeat of 
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not well^" . said sbe to ier in an assimied 
i09e of pity and of kindnasd. ^' A siek hoad« 
ache .distracts me^*' answered Lady Le^e- 
m0tef and flounced away quite unattended; 
which circumstance was observed, with dif'' 
farent remarks and commenis fromi balf-a- 
dozen quarters at once. How little charity 
one female has for another at any time ! 
thought I; amd at cards iiideed) the qti^ity 
is annihilated altogether. 

I now perceived Sir Herbert, who fasd been 
looking over his wife's play, and roust have 
been giving her some unwelcome hints* 
^^ 0id 1 plaj ill in trumping T' sweetly 
ai^d softly she inquired, in a silvery tone. 
" Not at all," replied he, sharply : *^ if yott 
wished to lose you could not play^ better/^ 
She gently raised up her sboulders, aiHi 
heaving a sigh, said^ '* my dear, I am 
sorry for it," " It's always the dame," ei* 
ejkiiflied he; and broke unkindly. away from 
her, Wh&t a pity that a few bearts^ and 
clubs, yillanQudly painted upon thef surfecd 
of a cardy should octasioB svch contending 
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passions, should show such dissen^ons, and 
imbitter the hours of so many rational beings^ 
— that a card played out of place or without 
judgment should mar the domestic felicity 
of an other wia^ happy couple; and that Ladj 
Maxton should persevere in playing, without 
any abatement of ill-fortune abroad, or of 
ill-humoufr and reproach at home ! 

I now perceived a number of the beau 
monde going to their carriages, and upon 
striking my repeater, found that it was four 
o'clock. Thus were four hours consumed 
when I retired to rest ; but the countenances 
at the loo table, were before my eyes in my 
dream, and I longed to be able to give a little 
advice to the fair creatures, whose figures thus, 
even in his sleep, haunted 

The Hermit in London. 
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J*al uas doute K(a da Ciel ail ginle mmz bean poiir toutet let 
fabriquet de ces gentiUestey . d'csprit, de cei galanteri«« ing^niettse* k 
qui le Tulgaire Ignorant donne le nom dc Fourberies; et je puis dira 
tanf vanity, qu'on n*a gu^es yu d'homme qui fut plus babileouvrier 
de rettorts et d'intriguet. - 

MOLIEBS. 
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<^ Is old Ten-per-Cent up?" said a wild 
young dog, a distant relation of miue, ta 
the housemaid of my banker, as she waoh 
scrubbing the parlour stove. ^ No, Mr. 
Thomas/ replied Dolly ; ' but 1 expect him 
down every minute.' " Then," said Scape- 
grace, '' if he come before I have had time 
to change my clothes, tell him that I am! 

•j^one out to Lord 's, to inform him- 

that he has overdrawn us, and to hint io. 
him that it is our time of balancing all our 
accounts; and, my dear Doll." — ' Oh you' 
gay deceiver !' *f I say, mj dear Doll, you 
took your wages yesterday; do lend me a 
pound to appease my witeherwoman with." 
It was lent. 
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My nephew, Thomas, is the third son of 
a clergyman's nidow, in very poor circum* 
stances ; and I thought that I bad done a 
charitable act in geuing him the situation 
of a hankered clerk. 

He now pulled off his Bond Street coat, 
divested himEelf of his dress shoes, his dia- 
mond broach, his massy gold rings, ribband 
and quizzing glass set in gold, hid his ena- 
melled snuffbox, took off his gold chain' 
and dozen seals to biswitch, locked up his' 
opera hat and cockade, (he not belonging 
to any corps) and put on a full suit of blacky 
rather the worse for wear^ clapped the pen' 
behind his ear, and went down to the count- 
ing-house. His look^ he could not so easily 
lay aside, for be was heated and fatigued 
witis waltzing all night at the Crown and 
Anchor. ' ' 

<^ You look as if j?ou. had not been in 
bed," exclaimed old Turnpenny, on entering 
the room. * Why, Sir,* replied the young 
reprobate, ^ I have not slept a wink all 
night : I have been thinking how much we 
shall lose by the House of Viinderfttiikeiiw 
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buttle arnd Co. and eouatiiig the many bad 
debts which we have. I think it would be 
meet (here he heaved a sigh) to arrest the 
young wine-merchant. 1 think that he is 
going on a little too&st: be keeps a tilbtiry 
and a lady (here he heaved a deeper sigh), 
and he owes us two hundred. I have rea- 
sons for doubting the stability of the new 
country bank; and I tremble for our dis- 
coun;ting sioy more of tbe Welcb JBaroneCs 
kites.' 

'' Goody Thomas/' said his master, ^^ you 
are a conscientioits. yiditth ; and I will take 
you into the firm at 1/ady-day.^' ^ I hope 
sir,' replied Tom, ^ you know that I am as 
anxious for your interest as if. it were my 
own.' " Right, Tom; every clerk. should 
be so; besides one hundred per annum is 
a handsome allowance ; but, in future, when 
you are my partner, you will have a sixth of. 
all my profits.'^ Tom was overcome with 
gratitude. . • 

'^ I cannqt,'' resumed the.^ld gentleman, 
^.^ trust those rascals, my other clerks, who 
will spend you a five poUnd^ note on a Sun** 
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day." (Thomas gave a groan.) ^ Aye, airy 
and ten pounds— hack horse^ tarern dinner — 
treat a lady to an ice, and a little-go be- 
sides.' ^^ Shocking!" cried the old man. 
^^ Fare thee well, Thomi^; tak^ out a writ 
against the wine-merchant ; stop the Baro-^ 
net*8 credit ; wind up \he concerns with the 
country bank; and write circulars to atl who' 
owe «8 money; lend the life-guard officer 
that money at ten' per cent. ;• and take a walk 
into the city to find how all our customers 
sland with regard to credit." ^ It shall be 
done,' replied Mr. Thomas. 

Now this embryo partner, this steady 
youngs man upon one hundred per annum, 
keeps a tilbury at the west end of the town' ;- 
a groom also; goes^ every night half-price to 
. the j>lay ; looks in at No. 66, St. James's 
Street, occasionally, and owes his tailor^ 
three hundred pounds. This isr. done by. 
representing himself as on the eve of being a 
partner in the firm '; by giving out to another 
creditor that he is going to marj*y Miss 
Muckworm, with ,a large fortune ; by doing 
a bill occasionally in private, and unkno^nr 
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to the firm ; by making; lo^e to his washer- 
woman ; by hinting at matrimony to Doll 
•^ach time that he borrows a pound of her, 
or Ifaat fifae sits up to let him in at three, 
<four, or five in the morning; by giving 
intelligence to young«^ men when the old 
banker means to arrest them; by taking a 
douceur from them, when they keep out of 
the way ; by treating his tradesmen with old 
Turnpenny's wine, he keeping the key of 
the cellar ; and by laying the deficit on a rat 
which he hunfed through the bottles, or on a 
brick which fell down, but which he really 
picks out of the arch and throws upon the 
empty ones. 

These and a number more ingenious tricks 
have kept him from detection ; but '^ there is 
a tide in the affairs of man ;" and it is muck 
to be apprehended that the storm will burst 
upon him ere the partnership be entered 
into : — for his duns are beginning to be very 
clamorous, and the coachman is jealous of 
the clerk, and the washerwoman is jeajous 
of Doll; the groom has found out Thomas's 
real name, and where he lives, though he 
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passed himHelf off for a Waterloo bero, and 
pretended to reside a little way ia the coun- 
try witb his lady'. The arrears of the groom *s 
wages militate against his secrecy, and the 
livery stable keeper has threatened to seU the 
horse for his keep. The business is near a- 
close* He will be a partner or prisoner ere 
it be long. May his confraternitj take the 
bint thus afforded them by 

Tile Hermit in London. 
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A]m» my heart I how luigaUhittgly fmlr 
Yon lady tolU ! with what a teiwler air I 

YOUNG. 
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I HAD firequeotly remarked two very lov^fy 
sisters quit tbeii* cfarriage in |lyde Park to 
enter Kep^uigt0n (gardens, tiiere to remain 
foiir hours, . during which their carriage was 
kept waitings and theu to return in apparent 
low spirits. What seemed most ext^aoriU- 
naiy to me was, that from the knom^nt they 
entered the gardens un^l that of their reach- 
ing their carriage, they were no where to be 
seen ; for I sopietimes sauntered for an hour 
there, but never met^ them in any direction 
whatever. 

One day I was determined to watch them 
more closely, and I perceived them dash 
into the thickest shade of the trees, and 4;here 
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hide themselves. I sat down in one of the 
alcoves, and read my journal of the day 
before,, my newspaper, and some letters 
which I had received by the post. I conti- 
nued for about. an hour more in one # my 
reveries, making in all about two houff^^iwh^ii, 
skirting the wood in my way to return by the 
shortest cut across the gardens, 1^ perceived 
them through the light quivering shade of 
umbrageous branches, seated on the ground 
and bathed in teard'. 

A thousand apprehensions rushed across 
my mind^ and I was resolv^ to accost them\ 
to' inquire thie icause of theiir distr^d, ^nd tb 
offer my aid, under whatever circumstahifes 
they might be. They Were so absorbed id 
grief, that they did not peirceiv^ m^ 'until I 
was close to theni, when one of th^m gave ft 
loud shriek, which altftmed me ill niy tiirb, 
and immediately both flew off hke stirtled 
deer> leaving a cambric ^pocket handkerchiet 
and an open book behind them. 

Never did Daphne fly more precipitately 
nor iiiore panic-striick froin Apollo, thail 
iheae sister beauties did from me ; but I was 
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no Apollo, no love-sick nor moon-sinick 
lover, no winged messenger of love, neither 
inclined nor able to give chace tp youth 
and beauty. I regretted my temeritjj and 
picked up the trophies, which now became 
mine^ on the field (not of fight, but) of flight. 
In vain did I motion them to return, or tq 
allow me to restore them their forfeited pro- 
perty. In vain did the powder, flying from my. 
hair, bespeak me to be an elderly gentleman.; 
in vain did I wave the white handkerchief in 
signal of peace, and as a motive for their re- 
turn. They never tjirned their heads to the 
right or to the left ; but in a few seconds 
shewed me how weak and how tardy is age 
when attempting the pursuit of youth. 

This pjf itself served as a wholesome lesson, 
for it was a practical one, which taught me, 
more forcibly than ever, that old men should 
not run after young women. The attempt is 
alwaysalame one, rand attended with feilnre 
or disgrace. « 

. My reason now brought me up, • and I 
called myself an old fi>olibr thus intimidatipg 
diese defenceless females, and ^r being ;the 
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eau86 of their losing the soured of their 
amuneineiit and instruction, as well as a small 
portion of their property. My ne^t reflection 
was, that wherever I met thefte bid}es they 
might mistake ine for a brutal intruder, and 
that the purity of my motives- 'for disturbing 
them would never be known to them; 'nay 
more, it might be doubted or even entirely 
misconstrued. The mark on the handkerchief 
might perhaps lead to a discovery of their 
name or of their abode, or both might be 
written on the first leaf of the book ! Yet 
even were it so, .should I not further offend 
by sending the articles home i Perhaps I 
might inTolve them in some unpleasant afl^r, 
bring on them some parental severity, or ex« 
pose them to unfavourable reflections. 

Ridiculous as it may appear, I was in a 
most painful dilemma. ^^ Women,^* said I, 
^ are always perplexing and getting men 
into scrapes. Nay, even an old bachelor 
and a sai'^dbant hermit cannot escape their 
witchcraft. Wb&t had I to do with watch- 
ing beauties of their age, or any beauties at 
all ; I wish, from the b<^m of my heart. 
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that I had not fitUen into possession of this 
.pQcket-l^gdkercbi^f aod book ; apd yet if I 
Jkut^e theni here, they inay lead tq some ex- 
posure i)f whiph I am not now aw^re. Would 
that there were no women in the wm^ld, tor- 
jB^t^ to man! .Perche," repeated I to 
l^yselfy (rememlie^ing my first readii^ of 
Orhmdo Furioso^ and meditating on the 
effect which it produced on my young 
inind)| 

*' Percbe &tto no ha I'alma Datura 

** Cbe aen^a to potesse naacer I'haomo^ 

^ Come s'inesta per umuiia cura 

** L'lin sopra Paltro U pero, il sorbo e'l pomo ? " 

•The answer which suggested itself iiBne- 
diately to my mind, was ^ 

" Why has not man a microscople eje ? 
*' For this same reason — ^man is not a fly." 

Satisfied with this, I was contented to be- 
long to the intellectual animal world, with 
all its frailties and infirmities, and begged 
woman's pardon for the rash sentence I had 
just uttered. I now proceeded to examine 
the handkerchief ^nd the book* The for-r 
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iner gave no other means of tracing it to its 
owner, than a romantic name marked in fine 
glossy black hair, with a heart under it. 
The name was Seraphina! The book be- 
longed to a circulating library in the neigh- 
bourhood of Portland Place. It was a romance 
the most romantic, a most tragical tragedy, 
an account of love and of adventure, of con- 
stancy and of sufferings, .of imprisoned Lady 
and adventurous Knight, and, finally, of in- 
sanity and of death I 

According to this story, the Knight Alde- 
bert is at last drowned in crossing a frightful 
river, in 'b. tempest of thunder and of light- 
ning, in company with his faithful Squire 
Fidele, in the enterprise of rescuing Gertrude 
from a lonely dungeon, where her inexorable 
father, the Baron Fitzallan, has shut her up, 
previous to his forcing her to take, the veil, 
and all this because she will not give her hand 
to Don Pedro £mantjel Feliz de Alvarez, a 
Grand Espagnol of the first class. The 
faithful Knight fixes his signet ring to hid 
cloak, which, floating on shore, or rather 
against the battlements of the tower, ts picked 
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up by Xjfertrade, who instantly runs .mad^ 
whilst the Baron stabs himself for rage and 
despair; v 

All -this, however, is, after such escapes from 
shipwreck and from starvation, such captures 
and re-captures, such dwelling on an (until 
then) uninhabited island, such dangers by 
land and sea, and such trials of love and of 
constancy as never were invented before, and^ 
much less, ever occurred. The leaf which 
contained the deep catastrophe was liedewed 
with tears ; and a number of amatoty remarks 
and allusions were pencilled on the n^rgin in 
k female hand. On one leaf was the follow* 
ing sentiment : 



** Happy are they who die for lore, 
** United they mast he ahore." 



Not admiring either the poetry or the sen^ 
timent of these lines, .nor seeing the ratio 
puare they must be united above, I could easi* 
ly perceive the dangerous tendency ofromance^ 
and the effect which it had produced oa these 
heated imaginations. 
. I however despaired of ever being able to 
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discover these heroines ; when it ^trock me, 
that by returning the book to the libtlify, 
some light might be thrown on the slibjecii 
I did so accordingly, and, without' any 
trouble, the officious diopmCtn imtiaediaiety 
divulged the name, by saying, ^ My master's 
dtity to Miss' Whinlpei', aiid wd are sorry 
we cannot -find tfny tUmg deep -enough fo^ 
her perusal i^ present; but there is a 
novel on- the stodks, translated Mm' the 
Oerman, entitled, ^ The Self « immolated 
Victim, or Yilhehn the tender - hearted 
Robber,' will just suit the young ladies; 
and the moment it cornet^ ^oih the press^ it 
shall be sent to Duchess Street, Portland 
Pkce." 
i had now the name aiid the address of 

> 

my fair friends, and it was easy to enquire 
f nto further particulars. The result of these 
inquiries was, . that Mrs. Wbindper (the 
mother) was a widow, given up to parties 
and pleasure ; to cards and Ihte hours ; and 
that her family, of i^hich ' these tWo young 
ladies were the eldest, and which included 
four more children, n^as eitheJr in the ndrsery 
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or at schcK)!. This circumstance, militated 
againeA the matrimonial promotion of a 
eomoly mother. In order, however, to give 
her an air of youth, and to prevent cfHnpe^ 
tition, Mary and Elizabeth were kept until 
fourteen in the nursery, and, until the pre- 
sent moment, in the utmost seclusion; the 
former heing seventeen and the latter not 
quite eighteen. 

Plain dress, distance from company, and 
rigid severity, excluded them from society ; 
but a circulating library, accommodating ser- 
vants, loneliness, warmth of constitution, 
and an abandonment to themselves, had 
allowed these tender plants, like unpruned 
trees, to shoot out into the wildest direc« 
(ions, to put forth the most undirected, un« 
controlled luxuriance of growth, to waste 
their exuberance of ideas in the richest (if I 
may be allowed the expression) infertility 
of eiitension, to lose themselves amidst the 
wee^ of fiction^ fastening upon the specious 
flowers of description and the flashes of 
impassioned feeling, whidk make the great 
charm of wctrks of &ncy. So wedded werci 
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they how to romance, that the one' assumed 

» . 

the name of Seraphina, and the other took 
that of Blanche ; they passed whole nights 
by the wasting taper, over the . romantic 
pages of love and of chivalry ; and they fled 
precipitately, like ^^ stricken deer," to their 
feverish couch, at the thundering knock of 
mamma, returned from an '^ at-home,'' a 
masquerade, or a quadrille bal], from . all of 
which these overgrown children were pro- 
scribed. 

Mamma' always lay until three p.m. but 
the Misses were ordered regularly to take 
their airing at one. Loaded ivith novels and 
with romance, they sallied forth and sought 
the darkness of the grove, in order to live an 
imaginary existence. Thej were confined 
for the rest of the day to their apartments ; 
where oj^en windows, the ^olian harp, sighed 
songs, mouthed declamation, two veiled fi* 
gures placed at a balcony, and a Spanish 
guitar, attracted attention, misled calcula* 
tion, announced the wandering of the heart 
and of the mind, and ^it will bie well if that 
be all. A defect of education, maternal 
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neglect, a pleasurable motber, and a circu-^ 
lating; library, go a great way towards 
female ruin, for 

** Tive vine luxurious, if neglected, lies 

'^ Prone on the earth, and unsupported dies. — 

^* So dawning reason in a youthful mind 

** Remains inactive, dormant, and confin'd, 

" Till education calls its virtues forth, 

" Extends its prospects and makes known its worth, 

** Corrects, improves, inspires the hum^n A)u], 

'* Completes the man, and finishes the whole«" 

I 

r 

My warmest solicitude is excited for these 
yootbful wanderers in error. Their lady 
mother will have much .to reproach herself 
with, if any. domestic calamity should occur 
inherfamilj. 
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II me Urde de voir notre Assembl^e «arerte, 
Bt de nous signaler par quelque ddcouverte. 
Nous approfondirons, ainsi que la Physique, 
Grammaire, Histoire, Vers, Morale, et Politique. 

^ Let Femmes Sfava%&M. MOLIBRE. 
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I MET Mrs. Montagu Marion ville at a fashion* 
able bookseller's the other day. She was ex- 
patiating on Lady Laura Learnedlore's exqui-^ 
site conversazione, as she was pleased to term 
it. On perceiving me, she gave me her hand^ 
and was good enough to say, that she very 
much regretted my not being there. I 
thanked her, and requested to know what 
were the chief attractions of the evening, — * 
who was there, — and whether it was the 
company, the conversation, or both, which 
formed that night's peculiar charms ? 
" Bolhj^" exclaimed she, delighted. " There 
was a great union of talent, novelty, and 
vast information. Besides all the old set^ 
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there were, Sir Alexander Alkali, one of 
our first, gentleman chjrmists; Yamisti the 
painter, just returned firom Rome ; Sir Robert 
Euphony, a most profound Greek scholar, 
who exhibited the first possible example of 
memory, by repeating three hundred lines 
from Sophocles without missing a word : — 
it is true I did not understand it, nor did 
Lady Ruin and her knot of blues, but I am 
convinced by the ■ bominas and the 

ominasj that it must be very sublime. 

^^ Then we had Mr. Architrave, who de- 
aoribed the shaft of a broken column to us 
with such energy, that it seemed to rise 
stately to our view, and I actually thought 
myself dther in Greece or at Herculaneum. 

*' We had moreover Mr. Dactyllus the 
poet (the bard, I ought to say), aind Chat" 
terini the Improvisatore, who' made an ele- 
gant little impromptu on Lady Hardcastle^s 
l^Klog'. Mr. Dactyllus is a delightful man ! 
— quite the Roman : his hair was cut ex- 
actly like the statue of Brutus, and a thin 
cambric cravat, so loose as to fall on his 
shoulders, gave us an opportunity of seeing a 
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fine nnscular neck, similar to that of the 
Gladiatcn*. He is certainly a tittle touched 
in bis upper story; but that gives all the 
mbre energy and fimcy to bis lines. What 
fine flights of imagination are in his Ode 
addressed to the Moon! and then again, 
what descriptive alliteration in the line, where 
he addresses her as 

** Mild meditation's melancltoly mM ! " 

" Doctor Dabble was likewise of our party, 
he has invented a dew and speedy cure' for 
the globus hystericus. And there was Idso 
Miss Fanny Fermor, the greatest botanist in 
England. She recited some beautiful lines on 
the Polyandria motiogynin, and shewed us the 
finest rhododendron I evei* beheld ! 

*' Lord Gothic, too, caibe in 4bout mid- 
night : he is a disciple of GaU's; His Lord- 
ship enlightened us much : be demonstrated 
the organ of theographj very clearly on the 
head of a child; and assured me, that I ought 
to have been a builder, for he never saw the 
organ of constructiveness so determined as 
on my cranium. That of destructiveness was 
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as distinct on the German Marshal Baroit 
YonklinkencattendundertroDip. But he gal 
rather into a scrape, by wishing to shew the 
6rgah of inventiveness on Lady Laura.; for 
she wears a wig, therefore of course it was 
impossible for her to allow hia Lordship to 
touch on that head; 

^^ We inspected some beautiful alto and 
basso relievos, many intaglios, cameos, me- 
dals, and coins. We looked over a choice 
portfolio, and saw some curious specimens of 
geology. Lady Laura has purchased a sn- 
perb Etruscan vase, and has had a pres§nt 
made to her of some more mosaic; The Doc« 
tor shewed us his new snuff-box of lav4 
elegantly set ; and the Italian brought a cu^ 
rious picture for sale. 

^^ The hours in short passed so swiftly 
away, that it was two o'clock before I could 
look round mie ; I then ordered my chaif^ 
took a wafer and a glass of lemonade, and 
retired to bed. The celebrated actor Mono^ 
logue handed me to my chair, and promised 
to introduce me to that most delightful of. all 
creatures Mr. Flaxman, also to a Mr. ^ 
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I forget hU. name^ who is writing a new sys* 
tern of Physiognomy, and a treatise on .the 
Clouds, where ther^ are. strata and tumuli^ 
mountains, paths, and I don't know what 
besides ; so that by and by we shall be as 
much at home in the clouds as we are now 
in^ the * stars. Ob ! science, thou diTine ^ft I 
how I do love learning and learned men I 
This was indeed an evening of virtu — a con* 
versazione worthy of being remembered and 
recorded— 4he feast of reason and the flow 
of soul.'' 

She was running on, when one of the shop* 
itaen produced a very splendid hack open. 
^' Oh ! ye powers!" exclaimed she, ready to 
drop with admiration, '^ what a margin ! I !" I 
looked at the boo1(, and saw a very few lines 
finely printed in the middle of each pagej 
with the broadest margin I ever beheld. Mrs; 
Marionville was resolved to purchase it, be 
the price what it might ; and this diversion 
drew her attention off from me, and ridded 
me from hearing any thing more about the 
conversazione. 

On my way home, I reflected how many 
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ways there were of eoi^orisg a man's 
iDoney out of his pocket in a gentleman- 
fike and apparently sensible way — without 
squandering it on vice, cards, dice, dogs, 
horses, and trinkets. But the following list 
presents as many roads to ruin as ffould 
(taken together) pay the national debt; paint- 
ings—architecture and a taste for building*— 
coins — medids — antiquities — > chemistry— en- 
couraging of foreigners and the arts, and 
buying rare and expen8i?@"iiboks« To this 
may be added, a rage for purchasing chrono- 
meters : but that is a passion chiefly con- 
signed to k very 'high personage, and if he 
learn from it the value of time, it may -be con- 
sidered a very profitable pursuit. 

In book buying, it is curious enough that 
the book and not the author furnishes the 
attraction, so that Pope was quite correct in 
aaying, ^Mn books, not authors, curious is 
my lord." A book printed on vellum, or 
triih gilt letters, or illuminated (as it is called 
by those who are only enlightened by such 
illuminations,) or a book of ancient date, be 
its contents ever so stupid or uninteresting, 
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is all tbe charm necessary ;^ for such works 
are bought, not to be read, but to be looked 
at. As for me, I have always held that 
'^ The proper study of mankind is man/* but 
in ' order to see^ him as he really is, I have 
studied his jactions more than his professions, 
and it is tl^e result of many years observation 
that enables me to present tny readers with 
the lucubrations, such as they are, of their 
friend. 

The HEamiT in London. 
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